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‘THE MISSIONARY CONCERT. 


“Give us in the Macazine a stirring article on the A/isstonary Concert.” Frequently 
of late, pastors and laymen in their letters to the Rooms, and in their conversations with 
officers of the Union, have made that request. In looking through the Macazrne for the 
past five years we find many timely and forcible papers, original and selected, on that very 
topic. Scarcely any thing fresh can be written upon this subject. But we must repeat 
and re-urge what has already and very often been said. And here we cannot do a better 
thing than quote some passages of what a pastor of a country Congregational church has 
written of his own efforts and experiences in connection with the monthly concert of 
prayer for missions. We find his letter published in the July issue of “The Missionary 
Herald.” Pastors of Baptist churches, please read this letter, and heed the practical 
suggestions contained therein. This Congregationalist pastor writes :— 

“Tam much interested for the monthly concert. No church service brings upon me 
more anxiety, nervousness, and strain ; but, if it were only for its beneficial effect upon 
myself, I would not give it up. Let me give you my experience, partly as showing what 
obstacles may be overcome, and partly for its suggestiveness as to methods. 

“My church is conservative, for many reasons; has been self-centred throughout its 
history ; is made up of heterogeneous elements, some of which are naturally indifferent to 
missions ; and is struggling with debt, which operates to prejudice the mind against what- 
ever looks toward outside benevolence. I took the church without experience ; with 
many unfortunate elements in myself to contend against ; and with the necessity of doing, 
in my own person, so great a part of the church’s work, that I have never had time or 
strength to give to the concert that pains-taking preparation which I regard as indispensable. 
To revive the concert, therefore, which had died a lingering death, and now had the 
lichens of years upon its tombstone, seemed a hopeless task. 

“ But, after I had become somewhat at home, I obtained a reluctant vote from the 
church committee to try the experiment. That was less than two years ago. I do not 
regard the experiment as successful from an ideal point of view, but it has ceased to be an 
experiment. 

“We hold the concert Sunday evening (believing that no preaching — if it were in the 
largest church, and from the greatest preacher — is more important), and we average half 
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as large an audience as would be called good at the morning service, nearly as large as 
the average audience at the preaching service the other three Sunday nights of the month. 
Men who at first shook their heads, and went to other churches on concert evenings, are 
now regular attendants. Conservative men rise to confess their past indifference, and to 
help on the meeting. Some among the most promising of the young people listen, and 
lead in prayer with a spirit which would warm a missionary’s heart. . . . 

“As to methods: for lack of help I do not divide the foreign field among several 
brethren, as is sometimes done, though I frequently make a special assignment. But (a) 
I pray about the meeting, and get full of it, before I go in; and if there is any fire in me, 
it must come out. (4) We meet in the church (zof the lecture-room) ; and I have my 
quartette open with a stirring missionary voluntary, so that they are not alienated from so 
important a meeting. (c) I read a passage of Scripture as inspiring as I can find, and as 
effectively as I am able. (d@) I cast my opening prayer into as enkindling and fervid a 
form as I can—who can help it with such a cause in view? This makes even the unde- 
vout feel that the occasion is weighty. (¢) As to the intelligence: I do not ‘tell’ it, for I 
cannot condense it as well as the ‘ Herald’ editor has done ; but I do not read too much, 
I leave out the non-essential ‘hard’ names ; and whatever I read, I throw into a framework 
of explanation, — spirited I try to make it, —that I may seem to be telling something im- 
portant, and reading here and there to illustrate. . . . I try to capture the imagination, 
and take the people around the world in far less than ‘forty minutes.’ If I have known 
the missionary writers, I drop in some fact about them, aiming to light up whatever is of 
natural interest. . . . (f/) Through the month I bring missions before the people at 
unawares. I bring them in, most naturally, in public prayer. I illustrate a point in 
prayer-meeting, or in a sermon, by what some heathen said to some missionary. I draw 
private conversation around to missions, as if they were the greatest things under the sun 
—as they are. The people see that it is vea/ to me, and that makes it vea/ to them. 

“A dear brother minister of mine is anxious for missions. He hopes to arouse his 
church by a quarterly service in the interest of the cause. I hope and pray that he may 
succeed ; but I do not think he will, in ten years, on that cautious plan. If prayers and 
money and men are to be forthcoming, men’s heads and hearts must be plied in season 


and out of season. Ought any one to refrain, from fear of man? Is it not God’s affair, 
not ours?” 
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THE VISION OF THE KING, A NEED OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH. 
BY REV. R. M. NOTT. 


TuE work of missions to the world evidently ing by the signs of the times for consecrated 


languishes for want of a deeper consecration 
in Christ’s people. Hundreds of missionaries 
are at once needed to enter a hundred new 
promising fields, and to re-enforce the few 
weary workers in old fields. A great increase 
in the regular contributions for the cause is 
imperatively demanded. In truth, Christ has 
a great work to be done mmediatelyv on earth, 
and there are few to do it. He is loudly call- 


servants, and the responses are slow. 

In about the year 758 B.C., the Lord had a 
work to be accomplished, in the execution of 
which he required the willing service of some 
peculiarly humble and devoted human servant. 
The search of omniscience found no such 
person entirely prepared. There were good 
men; but, as it would appear, not one who 
was absolutely passive, and therefore ready to 
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be unquestioningly and unwaveringly active, 
in perfect agreement with the divine purposes. 
The Lord accordingly prepared a man. He 
did not choose for his moulding work unre- 
generate stock, but took a person already 
pious, and indeed, who had already acted as 
a faithful prophet. Through the influence of 
a fresh revelation of mighty truths he crushed 
all that remained in this man of pride, self- 
righteousness, and self-will, and at once filled 
him so with humility, self-abhorrence, and yet 
with joyful confidence towards God, and the 
intensest gratitude, that when a voice was 
heard from the Supreme, saying, “ Whom 
shall I send, and who will go for us?” another 
voice proceeded from the awed, contrite, re- 
joicing, devoted subject of the divine vision, 
—a voice expressing an absolute self-dedica- 
tion: “ Here am I, send me.” 


ISAIAH’S EXPERIENCE. 


Isaiah is the man meant. It was through a 
‘vision of the King of heaven in the plenitude 
of his glory, that his heart was so affected, 
God, who in his sovereignty prepared this 
man for a willing and hearty execution of his 
most holy mandates, can now, by whatever 
means he may choose, make “his people will- 
ing in the day of his power.” He can prepare 
them for carrying on the enterprise of mis- 
sions throughout the world with an energy 
corresponding to the immensity of the work 
and to the earnestness of its divine director. 
Perhaps if Isaiah’s Vision of the King could 
be seen by modern Christians, if the mighty 
truths suggested by it should be more deeply 
pondered and forcibly felt, the needed conse- 
cration to the Lord’s service would in very 
many cases be brought about. 

The sixth chapter of the Book of Isaiah 
gives an account of the experience to which 
reference has been made. The vision oc- 
curred “in the year that King Uzziah died.” 
Isaiah had begun to prophesy, as the brief 
prelude to the entire book tells us, “in the 
days of Uzziah.” The sixth chapter, there- 
fore, does not describe his induction into the 
office of prophet, but the originating of a new 
consecration in him to the cause of Jehovah. 
It would seem that he had, for some reason, 
come into a state of mind in which he needed 


to be impressed anew and more deeply with’ 


the greatness and extent of God’s claims 
upon men, and the reality of God’s call to 
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him personally. Perhaps he had fallen into 
temptation. He may have been affected to 
some degree with discouragement in the con- 
templation of the difficulties that environed 
God’s cause upon earth. Possibly even this 
clear-sighted and true believer was beginning 
to be swayed by the excessive and almost 
universal worldliness of the times, more than 
he was aware. “The land,” so his prophecy 
says, “was full of silver and gold:” did the 
opportunities for gain and for hoarding never 
present a strong attraction to him? The ave- 
nues of earthly honor were of course open to 
such a man: did selfish ambition never allure 
him? There were paths of self-indulgence 
and ease in which professed followers of God 
habitually walked without apparent reproach 
of conscience: must he continue to practise 
self-denial, and devote time, abilities, and pos- 
sessions to a cause which would bring him 
no tangible compensations, except those that 
belonged to a distant and yet unseen world? 


THE MAJESTY OF THE DIVINE KING. 


If feelings and tendencies like these had 
begun to be manifested in this true man, they 
were at once perfectly cortected by the vision. 
He had one day come, or seemed to himself, in 
consequence of the supernatural influence then 
affecting him, to have come into the temple of 
God. The familiar objects of the holy place 
appeared, no doubt, around him. But, when he 
turned his eyes towards the most holy place, 
a wondrous scene was suddenly presented. 
The veil that covered, as a gorgeous screen, 
the mysteries of the inner oracle, seemed to 
have been withdrawn. The ark and mercy- 
seat were exposed to sight; but, if these 
objects wavered for a moment before his view, 
quickly were they transmuted and exalted 
into something more grand than they with all 
their gold and sacredness could fully repre- 
sent, —“a throne” suitable for the King of 
glory. “I sawalso the Lord sitting upon a 
throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled 
the temple.” Above it were, not the carved 
golden figures of the overshadowing cherubim, 
but living forms more glorious: “above it 
stood the seraphim ; each one had six wings : 
with twain he did cover his face, with 
twain he did cover his feet, and with twain 
he did fly.” Can we not at this point see that 
the effect designed to be brought about by the 
vision upon the mind of the prophet must 
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already have begun? The contrast between 
the insignificance of his own personality, and 
the grandeur, magnificence, power, and au- 
thority, which were presented as the attributes 
of the Being on whom his poor mortal eyes 
were permitted, in their bewilderment and 
astonishment, to look,— must not this have 
so overcome self-conceit and pride, that the 
trembling man would say to himself, “I am 
nothing. God, while my almighty ruler, is 
independent of me. Majestic beings, stand- 
ing in postures of the humblest reverence be- 
fore him, appear ready at any instant to fly at 
his order and execute his will in any part of 
the universe. It would truly be an honor to 
me to render any service to this infinite King ; 
but is it conceivable that the Lord of glory 
would condescend to employ in any work a 
creature so insignificant?” This conviction 
of insignificance, of nothingness, in the pres- 
ence of the most high God, is necessary in 
order to the production of a genuine spirit 
of complete and unquestioning consecration 
to the work to which he may call his servants 
on earth. 


THE HOLINESS OF THE KING. 


But the second scene in this celestial spec- 
tacle and drama, in which all the fundamental 
elements of the divine glory are exhibited, 
now opens. The natural majesty of the King 
has been shown: now let the moral founda- 
tion of his right to be supreme and to govern 
all beings be disclosed. Hark, while the 
silence of the dread scene is broken, and the 
seraphim utter their voices! ‘“ And one cried 
to another,” that is, responsively, in alternate 
mighty shouts of praise, “ Holy, holy, holy, 
is the Lord of hosts: the whole earth is full 
of his glory. And the posts of the door 
moved at the voice of him that cried, and the 
house was filled with smoke.” The shout of 
the seraphim was not, Great, or Almighty, or 
All-Good, is the Lord of Hosts; but, Holy, 
Holiness is at the foundation of his moral 
attributes. The reason that the earth appears 
“full of his glory,” as seen by the exalted 
and pure intelligence of the seraphim, is, that 
notwithstanding its sin, it is filled, as really as 
the heavenly world is, with the glorious mani- 
festations and infinite triumphs of his holi- 
ness. But this manifestation of God as “ Holy, 
holy, holy,” which was the source of divinest 
exultation to the seraphim, overwhelmed the 
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prophet, not merely with awe, but with conster- 
nation. Humbled before with the feeling of his 
insignificance, he is crushed now with the terri- 
ble consciousness of his sinfulness and con- 
demnation. While the heavenly cries make the 
spaces of the temple reverberate, and its pil- 
lars shake, with the most glorious praises of 
the King, and while the earth appears to those 
who raise these anthems, as lighted over its 
entire extent with the “ glory ” of God’s holi- 
ness, the poor inhabitant of earth who is gaz- 
ing and hearkening casts himself prostrate on 
the ground, and utters the despairing cry, 
“Woe is me, for I am undone! for I am a man 
of unclean lips, and dwell in the midst of a 
people of unclean lips; for mine eyes have 
seen the King, the Lord of hosts.” 

Not a more abject wretch could have been 
found among all the sons of humanity at that 
moment than this holy man, all whose per- 
sonal claims to holiness had withered instantly 
under the piercing radiance of that supreme 
holiness with which sooner or later all human 
goodness must be brought into comparison, 
and which burns, as a fire of wrath, towards 
all iniquity. This overwhelming sense of 
guilt and condemnation before God was the 
second step in the process by which a renewed 
and deepened consecration was brought about 
in this man. 


THE MERCY OF THE KING. 


But this is not the condition of mind, after 
all, from which any real self-dedication to the 
service of the Lord proceeds. It is only a 
preliminary condition of the true state of 
mind. But the prophet is prepared now for a 
new revelation of that divine love, which is 
the real constraining power with God’s ser- 
vants, but which can never be clearly seen and 
adequately estimated except when presented 
to the sinner on the background of the divine 
majesty and holiness. The stricken witness 
of the too glorious and awful vision is imme- 
diately comforted and re-assured by messages 
and acts of heavenly mercy. One of the 
celestial attendants of the King, expanding the 
“wings with which he doth fly,” speeds to 
him. “Are they not all ministering spirits, 
sent forth to minister for them that are heirs 
of salvation?” ‘ Then flew one of the sera- 
phim to me, having in his hand a live coal 
which he had taken with the tongs from off 
the altar; and he laid it upon my lips, and 
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said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips, and thine 
iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged.” 
The manifestation of pardoning love preserves 
consistency with the preceding manifestation 
of condemning holiness. The seraph pauses 
in his flight from the throne to the fallen 
and despairing transgressor, and suspends his 
cheering announcement of forgiveness, until 
he has honored with his touch the “altar,” 
on which the appointed burnt-offerings had so 
often been laid, and which had so often been 
drenched in the blood of the sacrifices, and 
until he has carried from this the symbolic 
fire, by the mysterious potency of which all 
“iniquity is taken away, and all sin purged.” 
God’s holiness is of such a nature, that, with 
all his yearning love, he cannot even in sym- 
bol represent to a man the forgiveness of sins 
without the apparatus of the intervening altar 
of sacrifice, and the consuming fire that de- 
stroyes the offering in place of the sinner. 


THE KING’S CALL. 


There would seem to have been a pause after 
this wonderful act of love and forgiving mercy. 
The prophet was, it may be, left for a brief 
season to the silent working of his own new 
emotions of humble gratitude, love, and praise. 

But the vision is not to close until one ce- 
Jestial word more, this time proceeding, not 
from the attendant seraphim, but from Him 
that sat upon the throne, has been uttered, and 
one response more has come from the con- 
trite, pardoned man. “Also I heard the voice 
of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and 
who will go for us?” Whom shall /, the one 
all-supreme God, send? who will go for ws, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? It isa human 
servant who is wanted, and one has been made 
ready. “Then said I, Here am I: send me.” 


APPEAL TO CHRISTIANS. 


Is it not well intimated in the title of this 
article, that the Vision of the King ts a need 
of the Christian Church of to-day ? 

Who is the Being, Christians, who is now 
reiterating from the heights of heaven, — by 
all the signs of these stirring, progressive 
times ; by all the discoveries and inventions 
which facilitate travel, intercommunication, 
and the march of intelligence ; by the throwing 
open of new countries, and even, almost with- 
in the last twelvemonth, of a new continent ; 
by the overcoming, in numerous quarters, of 
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governmental hostility to Christianity, and of 
old and apparently inveterate national and 
social prejudices; by the forcible overthrow, 
as with the foretold “rod of iron,” of empires 
founded in violence, administered in tyranny, 
and the prominent seats of Satan’s power; 
by the secret, mysterious undermining and 
honeycombing of vast systems of superstition 
and false worship, intrenched in the usages 
and traditions of ages; by the matchless and 
constantly increasing success attending year 
after year, and most of all within the last dec- 
ade, the limited operations of our handful of 
missionaries in foreign lands, half-supported 
as they are by the too languid prayers, im- 
perfect sympathy, and meagre contributions 
of a half-consecrated church at home, — who, 
pray, zs the Being who now is reiterating from 
heaven, by these emphatic signs, the command, 
“Go ye into all the world, and preach the gos- 
pel to every creature”? Oh, let us hearken ! 
This voice of our Redeemer is the voice 
of the King all-glorious, supremely majestic. 
“These things,” says the apostle John, in 
chap. xii. ver. 41, of his Gospel, “spake Isaiah 
when he saw Azs (Messiah’s) glory, and spake 
of kim.” The King’s* call rings through 
Christendom, “Whom shall I send, and who 
will go for us?” Who will go personally to 
heathen countries? What youths will conse- 
crate themselves? Who will obey, by making 
sacrifices of possessions, of luxuries, even of 
comforts, in order to liberally encourage the 
ardor of such as would willingly go in person ? 
Oh, listen! The heavenly hosts who surround 
the throne of glory would swarm to earth, as- 
sume human nature, live lives of deeper pain 
and self-sacrifice than we human servants of the 
Lord can ever be called to lead, and esteem 
it all honor and joy, if they might thus be per- 
mitted to further the cause of their Supreme 
Ruler among men. Shall our pride, covetous- 
ness, or desire for ease, keep us back from 
answering to the call ? 

But some’may say, “Speak to us not of the 
supreme might and authority of our Saviour: 
unfold to us more of his love. It is only when 
his love is felt, that we can be suitably moved. 
The love of Christ constraineth.” But if it is 


easy to cry, Lord, Lord, from motives of selfish 
fear, it is no less easy to say much about “dear 
Jesus,” when the love that is so glowingly ex- 
tolled is feebly comprehended. Only the soul 
that perceives in Christ the divine majesty, 
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and, in the very act of coming to him as a 
suppliant for forgiveness, apprehends his awful 
holiness, can approximate to the position in 
which it is possible to estimate the dimensions 
of his mercy, and to “comprehend with all 
saints what is the height and depth, and length 
and breadth, and to know the love of Christ, 
which passeth knowledge.” We shall falsely 
imagine that we “glory in the cross of Christ,” 
if we are forgetting what essential attributes 
in God and Christ made the cross a necessity 
for the salvation of men. There are tremen- 
dous truths that lie back of the atonement. 
If we, who profess to be followers of Christ, 
would more frequently look towards the 
throne; if we would thoughtfully listen for 
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the voices of the seraphim, which fill heaven 
and earth, and the depths of hell, with the 
shout, Holy, holy, holy, —then our own experi- 
ence would teach us to appreciate the conde- 
scension of the King in leaving his throne to 
die for us; the word “free forgiveness,” 
brought over and over again to our conscious- 
ness, which would be quickened with an ever- 
fresh sense of unworthiness, would minister 
a perpetual fresh sense of humblest gratitude 
and glowing joy; and, looking abroad with 
enlightened and ardent eyes at the mighty 
work which our royal Saviour.is doing in the 
world, we should ever be anticipating his sum- 
mons with our earnest, voluntary offer, “ Here 
I am: send me.” 


HANGCHOW AS A MISSION-FIELD 


BY REV. M. A. CHURCHILL. 


I wIsH to call especial attention to Hang- 
chow. Much money has already been spent 
upon the Hangchow work, — too much to jus- 
tify us in any decision to desist from further 
attempts to work the field. Furthermore, it 
would prove a serious detriment to the future 
progress of our East, China mission, to neglect 
the Hangchow field. 

Hangchow is— 

1. A place of great importance in the esti- 
mation of the Chinese. They have a proverb, 
“ Above is heaven, and below are Hangchow 
and Soochow ;” as if all there is of impor- 
tance beneath the skies is embraced in the two 
cities of Hangchow and Soochow (about a 
hundred miles from Hangchow). It is the 
capital of the Chekiang province, — a province 
whose population is twenty-six millions, and 
whose influence in the empire is very great. 
And it was once the capital of the empire. 
Not long ago it was the summer residence of 
the emperor; and it is now favored as the 
place where extensive imperial silk-works and 
other imperial industries are established. 

2. It is a place containing the elements of 
continuous growth. It is already a large city 
with a population estimated to exceed or equal 
seven hundred thousand, and it is still grow- 
ing. Although almost totally destroyed by the 
rebels some sixteen years ago, such are its ele- 
ments of vitality that it has been almost wholly 


rebuilt. It is situated at the southern terminus 
of the Grand Canal, which furnishes a direct 
and unbroken route from Hangchow to Pekin. 
It is surrounded by thousands of acres of 
fertile land covered with mulberry-trees. It 
is in the great silk-district of China. 

3. It is surrounded by a large number of 
populous cities in which little or no missionary 
work has yet been prosecuted. I have no 
map with me so that I can count these cities; 
but I know that Hangchow furnishes a base 
of operations from which to reach a large 
number of populous villages and cities, places 
connected by rivers and canals, and thus 
quickly, safely, and cheaply accessible. 

4. It constitutes a centre of distribution from 
which the gospel may be sent into the majority 
of the other provinces. I myself have seen 
men from four or five different provinces in 
our chapel in Hangchow. A man from Shan- 
tung province, six hundred miles north, sat 
one day for over two hours listening to our 
native preacher. And the native preacher told 
me of other provinces that at times were repre- 
sented in his audiences, so that certainly nine 
of the eighteen provinces of China send men 
to Hangchow, some of whom return to their 
distant homes with a knowledge of the name, 
and to some extent of the work, of Jesus. 

Though these men of different provinces 
cannot understand each other, they can under- 
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stand the dialect of Hangchow, because it so 
nearly resembles the universal court and offi- 
cial dialect of China, so that he who preaches 
in the Hangchow dialect can preach to men 
who live at great distances from Hangchow. 

Perhaps there is no city in China where so 
large a number of men from all parts of the 
country come and go during the year as they 
do in Hangchow. It is the Corinth of China. 
Official business brings hundreds to Hang- 
chow. Then it is a large military station, 
having within its walls a large military city or 
walled camp. Moreover, at certain times of 
the year as many as twenty thousand a day 
will come as pilgrims to visit temples. 

In the course of the year vast numbers of 
worshippers will repair to the temples at or 
near Hangchow for idolatrous worship. To 
these as well as to others the missionaries 
sometimes sell tracts, and preach. 

5. Missionaries of other denominations are 
looking to Hangchow as the future centre of 
missionary operations in the Chekiang prov- 
ince. 

The Church Missionary Society (of Eng- 
land) has there two clerical and one medical 
missionary. The Northern Presbyterians 
have two clerical missionaries (one now in 
America). The Southern Presbyterians have 
two clerical and one lay missionary, and two 
female missionaries. The China Inland Mis- 
sion (English) has one lay missionary. 

6. During the past year such results have 
accompanied the missionary effort, at Hang- 
chow and neighboring districts, of various 

‘missionaries, as to indicate a new readiness on 
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the part of the people to accept and obey the 
gospel. 

For over ten years the gospel has been 
preached in Hangchow. We have to some 
extent participated in this work of evangeliza- 
tion, and should be among those who reap the 
results. 

Not three months had elapsed after my 
removal to Hangchow before we had an in- 
quirer who came five miles to hear preach- 
ing sabbath after sabbath. Occasionally 
others came with him. Before I left China 
he had made up his mind to make a bold stand 
for the religion of Jesus Christ, and be bap- 
tized. He was an intelligent and thrifty farm- 
er, and asked for baptism only after he had 
satisfied himself respecting the character of 
Christianity, by repeatedly questioning the 
native preacher at Hangchow. 

He was led to visit the chapel by one of our 
church-members. Asa church-member him- 
self (with his wife), he would undoubtedly in- 
fluence others to go with him to the chapel. 

So much for the outlook at our chapel in 
Hangchow. Remarkable instances occurred 
in connection with the work of other mission- 
aries, such as a man’s hearing the truth at a 
chapel, afterwards inquiring the way more per- 
fectly, and then going to his home in a village 
some distance from the city, there to repeat 
what he had learned, and lead a dozen or more 
to faith in Jesus Christ. Now is not the time 
to stand aloof from Hangchow. My heart is 
there, and more than any thing else I desire 
the health that will enable me to live and labor 
in Hangchow. 


ALBERT JONATHAN LYON. 


BY REV. E. H. JOHNSON, D.D., PROVIDENCE, R.I. 


THE subject of this sketch, second son of 
Rev. A. Smith and Mrs. Caroline Phillips 
Lyon, was born in Sturbridge, Mass., July 11, 
1848. The family removing to Newport, Minn., 
in 1858, Albert passed there seven years of his 
healthful and happy youth. At the age of 
seventeen he began preparing for college 
under the tuition of the late Rev. Asa Drury, 
D.D., in Hastings, Minn. He was converted 
during these studies, and baptized by his father 
in June, 1863. Entering Shurtleff College in 


1867, he removed the next year to the Uni- 
versity of Rochester, where he graduated in 
1871. Within a few months thereafter died 
his idolized mother, a woman of uncommon 
intelligence and worth, and his father, whose 
end was hastened by labors for the education 
of this son. For that venerated parent did not 
conceal his eager desire that Albert should 
preach the gospel, and did not spare himself 
in making this possible. But young Lyon was 
diffident of his abilities, and could not give 
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himself to the Christian ministry until his duty 
was entirely plain. Accordingly he accepted 
an agreement to serve as principal of the acad- 
emy in Afton, Minn., for one year ; but decided 
success in teaching kept him there for three 
years, interrupted by six months of travel in 
Europe. 

In 1873, after a few experiments of preach- 
ing in Minnesota, he entered the Rochester 
Theological Seminary, satisfied that if he could 
not make a preacher, he would be able to teach 
better after the broadening studies of a theo- 
logical course. During vacations he supplied 
a little Baptist church in Bergen, N.Y., devot- 
ing himself to its interests, and winning af- 
fection and respect from its members. En- 
couraged by this experience, he decided, rather 
late in his course, to follow the calling to which 
the prayers and toils of his parents had devoted 
him. Having had a taste of life in a small 
country parish, he would venture to seek a 
similar post in Minnesota, where, besides do- 
ing full justice to local duties, he might give 
lifelong love and care to the interests of the 
State. 

These broad and cherished plans were un- 
settled by an acquaintance formed, at Bergen, 
with Rev. William Dean, D.D., missionary at 
Bangkok, Siam. Dr. Dean comprehended 
Mr. Lyon’s worth, and easily won respect for 
himself, and interest for his mission. After 
much thought and prayer, application was 
made for appointment to Bangkok; but the 
Executive Committee could not re-enforce that 
mission, and Mr. Lyon was advised to offer 
himself for a Burman field. This new project 
was reviewed as seriously as the first, and de- 
bated with his friends, without much encour- 
agement from them, so long as his purpose 
was unsettled. But he felt forced to go, and 
then eager to go,—a decision as painfully 
reached and as heartily accepted by the lady 
who was to be his wife. 

His career chosen, Mr. Lyon married, Sept. 
5, 1877, Miss Lida A. Scott of Northville, 
Mich., sister of Rev. J. H. Scott of Cleveland ; 
was ordained in Newport, Minn., Sept. 20, and, 
after visiting his and her friends East and 
West, was attended by many of them to the 
steamer, and sailed from New York, Oct. 24, 
1877. A returning Karen, Moung Tway, left 
America with Mr. and Mrs. Lyon; and they 
were joined in London by Rev. J. A. Freiday 
and wife. 
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The party arrived in Rangoon without nota- 
ble incident, Dec. 27, a little travel-worn and 
depressed by the heat and damp of the Indian 
Ocean. But the delightful cordiality of their 
reception, and the bracing coolness of the 
journey up the Irrawaddy, raised their spirits, 
and assured them that a kind Providence was 
furthering their plans. Every incident of the 
river-journey deepened that impression; and 
Feb. 13, 1878, when they reached Bhamo, their 
cup seemed full. Little notice was drawn to a 
trifling cold which Mr. Lyon had caught at 
Mandelay; and he gave himself cheerfully to 
the toil of moving goods under the hot sun, 
and to the nights spent in a little room venti- 
lated only through its bamboo floor. The 
short run of fever that followed, and the rapid 
decline ending in death early on March 15, 
thirty days after the arrival, have been re- 
counted in the MAGAZINE by that faithful, 
fatherly friend, the missionary Cushing. 
Whether the heart-broken widow will return 
to America, is not yet known by her or her 
late husband’s scarcely less afflicted friends. 

Mr. Lyon was, in childhood, singularly af- 
fectionate and dutiful; throughout his studies 
conscientious and tireless; in the develop- 
ment of character rapid, but of his literary 
abilities somewhat slow. The writer wit- 
nessed the care and patience with which, dur- 
ing his college course, young Lyon trained 
what he held to be his meagre gifts. His 
pains received their due reward, —a style of 
composition terse, of touching simplicity, and 
direct as his purpose; an elocution deliberate, 
careful, and strong, as his spirit was calm, con- 
siderate, and firm. Up to the last which his 
friends in this country saw him, he visibly 
grew. Among later acquaintances, he passed 
for a man not only of gentle and winning man- 
ners, but of native eloquence, whenever high 
thoughts, glowing emotions, and fit words are 
eloquent. While a senior in college, and 
president of the students’ Christian Associa- 
tion, Mr. Lyon’s exceptional religious influ- 
ence was remarked by the president of the 
university, while those who knew him in the 
theological seminary testify the constancy 
and wisdom of his activities for Christ. His 
kindred, when he went away, said they had 
lost their saint; and now he is with God, 
whose will be done! 

To his nearest friends, a tragic significance 
pervaded this beautiful life,—a career pro- 
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vided at such cost by his devoted father, who 
died as soon as his work was done, not know- 
ing to what it tended; a young man’s long in- 
quest whether he might become a preacher of 
the truth; a modest but far-reaching plan; a 
relinquishment of it through much prayer and 
pain; a growth thereby; a final ripeness for 
work ; a work cut short when it began. 


MISSIONARY ARTICLES OF FAITH. 
BY REY. B. S. MCLAFFERTY, OAKLAND, CAL. 


1, WE believe that “the world is all 
Christ’s; aad that no consideration of the 
obligation of missions would be broad and 
worthy, that did not bring under its purview 
the condition and wants of the whole world.” 

2, We believe that Christ is the world’s 
great need ; and that, for lack of a knowledge 
of him, millions of immortal beings are pass- 
ing into eternity unenlightened and unsaved. 

3, We believe it is the paramount duty 
of every Christian, according to the measure 

of his opportunity, to give the knowledge of 
Christ, or make that knowledge possible, to 
every human soul. 

4, We believe that the great lack of our 
churches is a more vivid conception of the 
world’s perishing need of Christ, and their im- 
perative obligation to supply that need. 

5, We believe the Baptists of America have 
occasion for humiliation in the fact that less 
than a quarter of their number contribute so 
much as a farthing towards the conversion of 
the heathen world. 

6, We believe that the absence of the mis- 
sionary conviction from our churches is trace- 
able in no inconsiderable degree to the apathy 
of pastors, and their consequent failure to 
enlist the sympathies of their people in the 
noblest work man has ever undertaken, or 
that God has called him to perform; since no 
pastor, possessed by the true “ missionary con- 
viction,” would ever wholly fail to impress the 
same upon his people. 

7, We believe the time has fully come, 
when the standing of that church in which 
no contributions are made to the work of 
Christ in foreign lands, ought to be chal- 
lenged, and such omission explained. 

8, We believe that the sznimum annual 
contribution of every Baptist church should be 
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one dollar for each of its members; that to 
contribute less is “to play at missions,” while 
to give nothing is practically to condemn 
them. 

9, We believe that missions have already 
accomplished enough to demonstrate that they 
can do all that remains to be done; that the 
monuments they have erected, and the tro- 
phies they have won, furnish an argument to 
strengthen our faith, encourage our hope, and 
stimulate our exertion in the grand work of 
carrying the gospel to all nations. 

10, We believe that the Church of Christ 
may, and of right should, anticipate the com- 
plete evangelization of the world by the close 
of the present century, and that such a con- 
summation has a legitimate basis in the mis- 
sionary achievements of the last fifty years, 
though these, inspiring as they are, represent 
but a fractional part of the power which the 
Church might have exerted. With an upward 
movement in the contributions of our churches, 
there may be, and there w#// be, such an 
onward movement in the operations of our 
missionary societies, as shall speedily plant 
Christian institutions in all the earth, and 
Christian hopes and Christian homes become 
the heritage of all the children of men. 

11, We believe it is the imperative duty of 
each of our churches to adopt some plan for 
securing contributions to send the gospel to 
the “regions beyond ;” and to the considera- 
tion of all pastors and churches we heartily 
commend the article entitled “System in Giv- 
ing,” to be found in “ The Baptist Missionary. 
Magazine” for the month of May. 

12, We believe that in advocating the cause 
of foreign missions, we are most effectively 
promoting the work that lies at our own door, 
in our own land; that the one is a necessary 
complement to the other, and that the church 
which adopts the selfish theory of confining 
her benevolent operations to her own individ- 
ual wants must suffer diminution of her own. 
gifts and graces, and a gradual drying-up of 
her energies. 

13, We believe that God calls us to-day, 
more loudly than ever before, to make sacri- 
fices for Christ, and to pray more fervently for 
the prevalence of his kingdom; that the cross 
of Christ may be the one shrine at which all 
hearts shall bow, and the one bond by which 
all souls shall be united. 


A T, heological Seminary on Foot. 
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A THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY ON FOOT. 


WE give extracts from an interesting ac- 
count of a preaching campaign made in the 
Henthada district by Rev. D. A. W. Smith, 
President of the Karen Theological Seminary 
in Rangoon, with the two upper classes of 
students. The party went by steamer to 
Henthada, and from thence on foot to the 
villages they desired to visit. 


BauMANEH, Jan. 9, 1878. 

I called our company of heralds together, 
and had a meeting with them, reading Luke 
x. I-20. It was to me a solemn time. The 
hour for separation had come. I had already 
apportioned all the heathen villages in the 
Opo plain, the stronghold of Roman Catholi- 
cism,among them. As they went I told them 
they must leave preachers behind them, two 
in each village, until they should be all spent, 
and that would bring them to the last village 
in the plain, not far from Kyungong, where I 
appointed that we should all come together 
again for the sabbath. I spoke of the joy 
mingled with surprise, with which the seventy 
returned to Christ, saying, “Even the devils 
are subject unto us through thy name.” I 
spoke of the “greater works” (John xiv. 12) 
which Christ promised that believers should 
do after the coming of the Comforter, and en- 
treated them so to labor for Christ, that, when 
this expedition should be over, we could all of 
us look back upon it with satisfaction, and 
rejoice, as did the seventy, “that the devils 
were subject to us through Christ’s name.” 
After a few practical suggestions as to the 
course they should pursue in the villages 
where they should stop to preach, I com- 
mended them all to God’s blessing; we sang 
again our favorite hymn, “ Ye Christian 
heralds, go proclaim,” and parted. 

Too-Aw-Kyau, the pastor here, went with 
them to a few of the nearest Karen villages in 
the Opo plain, to introduce them, and insure 
a supper and night’s lodging for them. Here- 
after, being broken up into couples, they will 
have no troubles on that score. . . . 

Too-Aw-Kyau has come back from conduct- 
ing my party of preachers. They must be, by 
this time, pretty well scattered all over the 
Opo plain. May the Lord be with them, and 
enable them to know among the heathen only 


Jesus and him crucified! I am convinced 
that ¢hat is what the heathen now (and always) 
need, — the “old, old story.” 


Jan. 12, 

Here we are, “on the mountain-top appear- 
ing ” — for the chapel in which I write is built 
ona spur of the Western Yoma mountains. 
It was here that Mr. Thomas held his last 
association, brother Edward Stevens and my- 
self being present. As Mr. Thomas and my- 
self issued from a belt of woods in the vicin- 
ity, we saw, across the narrow intervening 
plain, brother Stevens standing in front of 
the chapel, waving his hat to us. At our wor- 
ship that morning, Mr. Thomas gave out the 
hymn of which I quoted a line above. This 
church was founded by Aw Pah, who is one of 
our company. He came as a land-measurer 
in the service of the Government in 1861, 
preached the gospel in the evening to the 
heathen Karens here, got good old Poai- 
toung’s promise that he would become a 
Christian, and a request for a teacher. He 
told his story to Mr. Thomas, and was him- 
self selected as the first pastor of the church 
in Kyungong. 

Old Poaitoung was a good, noble Christian 
of arare type. For several years before his 
death he had the palsy, and was finally, and 
for several months before death, wholly help- 
less. I remember visiting him once, just be- 
fore going home, and was much impressed with 
his Christian cheerfulness. It was his wife, 
who, just before dying, begged for the Karen 
New Testament, and affectionately kissed it. 
She had never learned to read it, but the truths 
therein contained had made her wise unto sal- 
vation, and she loved the book for what it 
had been and was to her. When she was 
buried that book was placed in the coffin, upon 
her breast, not as an act of superstition, but 
as a befitting tribute both to the book and to 
the deceased. It was here in Kyungong, too, 
that we had that pleasant ordination visit, when 
Misses DeWolfe and Adams favored us with 
theircompany. But enough of reminiscences. 
As we rode along in our approach to the vil- 
lage, I told Aw Pah that his crown in heaven 
would be a bright one... . 

The-following day we took an early start, 
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crossed the Bassein river, and commenced 
our work in the Opo plains. Aw Pah was my 
companion. The rest of the party had been 
divided up and sent forward two days before. 
We kept coming across them; the villages 
right and left, east, west, north, and south, were 
visited and visited again by these heralds of 
the gospel. There were a few cases which 
gave a shadow of encouragement, but for the 
most part our reception was very cool. They 
said that they had been preached to over and 
over again, by both Protestant and Roman 
Catholic missionaries ; and, if they had wanted 
to believe, they would have done it long ago. 
They did not want to hear any more preaching. 
But they Aave heard a good deal of it the past 
week, whether they would hear, or whether 
they would forbear. A great wave of gospel 
preaching has rolled over the entire plain, and 
though the result is for the present so utterly 
devoid of encouragement and hope, still we 
should not be cast down. My prayer during 
the week for the young men has been, “ that 
their faith fail not,” that they may not get a 
distaste for the work of the ministry, for it has 
been really very trying... . 

I have been out among the heathen, two or 
three miles distant, nearly all day. Ka-being 
is a large Karen village, where the Catholics 
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have recently got a hold. We, too, havea few 
feeble tapers lighted there, but very feeble. 
One of the recent Roman Catholic converts is 
aman baptized years ago by Mr. Thomas. 
When I expostulated with him, and showed 
him how greatly he had been taken in by the 
Roman Catholic priest to whose sleeve he 
seemed to have pinned his faith, he wavered 
for a moment, but then added, “ But it is done: 
I’m in for it now.” All our company have 
been hard at work all day. 

This morning I sent two of my coolies to 
Quathah; and as a result, to my great joy, 
Nah Pay, pastor of the Kyungong church, 
came back this evening. He had gone off on 
a tour of inspection to the churches north of 
us. This evening we had prayers in his large 
house. The chapel, old and dilapidated, is too 
small to hold us all. I read a portion of the 
17th of Matthew, commenting on the words, 
“Why could not we cast him out?” refer- 
ring to our apparent want of success during 
the past week, and exhorting all to see to it, 
that we were not ourselves, by want of faith 
or prayer or zeal, obstructions in the way of 
the gospel having free course and being glori- 
fied. So much for to-night. This deliberate 
rejection of the gospel on the part of so many 
makes me sad to-night. Poor perishing souls! 


To be continued. 


MISSIONARY CORRESPONDENCE. 


BURMAH. 


Mission to the Burmese. 
LETTER FROM MR. JAMESON, 


BurMaH, April 5, 1878. 

A WANDERING SHEEP.— Last Sunday I spent 
with the little church at Toung-ga-lay. I preached 
in heathen villages on the way, going and returning 
Saturday and Monday. My days in the jungle, 
for the quarter, aggregate thirty-nine; very likely I 
should have been out more, but for the meeting of 
the association with us. An incident worthy of 
mention was our finding one wandering sheep, as 
perhaps he might be called, who seemed desirous 
of getting back to the fold. This was a man bap- 
tized some five years ago in the Henthada district. 
He moved into this district with his heathen wife, 
and settléd among heathen. He acknowledged 
having gone so far back as to make an offering 
once to a priest, at the death of his little child. 
As we came to the village in the early morning, we 


passed his field by the river-side. He saw us 
paddling along, and, thinking I was a missionary, 
he came into the village tosee me. My assistant 
and myself had considerable conversation with 
him. When asked if he still wanted to remain on 
the side of Jesus Christ, he replied that that was 
why he came. 

He brought a copy of the “ Life of Christ,” which 
includes all the different portions of the four Gos- 
pels. He came into the village again, and spent 
the evening with us, and afterwards came one day 
to the Pwo Karen association to see us. I have 
written brother Hancock to get a letter of dismis- 
sion for him to join the church at Kyong-wa-ngay, 
which place he can reach in a tide or two. This 
man’s wife is not a Christian. How much better 
for him if she were converted! I visited another 


believer, living about a tide farther up the river, 
who seemed burdened because his wife a not 
believe and practise as he did. 

It is not here as in America, where many believ- 
ing wives have unconverted husbands. Here, asa 
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tule, with adults the men are the first to accept 
Christ. 

AN OBJECT TO PRAY FOR.— As it is well for 
friends of missions to pray for definite objects, let 
me suggest as one such object, the conversion of 
wives of believing Burmans. I will ask you to 
remember especially the two referred to. 

I had the privilege of baptizing one here in Bas- 
sein, during the quarter, —a daughter in one of 
our Christian families. She gave good evidence of 
conversion and love to Jesus. I hope to make a 
good report some time, of an inquirer in the jungle, 
who bought a Testament, and also of two or three 
more of whom I heard through a Karen preacher. 
I went to their village with him, but they were away. 
However, one learns here not to be too much en- 
couraged by a seeming good beginning. So many 
have promised well at first, and afterwards have 
entirely disappeared from the number of inquirers, 
even! Pray for the growth of our native Christians, 
the joy, through faith, of every inquirer, and the 
salvation of many yet unawakened heathen, to the 
glory of the name of Jesus. 

DEATH OF AN AGED DisciPpLE.—The aged 
disciple of whom I wrote some months ago died 
in February last, giving much evidence of having 
an entrance ministered unto him abundantly into 
the everlasting kingdom. He lived till after the 
meeting of the association, during which he had 
the happiness of seeing and talking with the mis- 
sionaries, and some native Christians from other 
places. He has many descendants, but not one of 
them is a Christian. A grandson of his came to 
chapel last Sunday morning, which was an unusual 
thing for any of them to do. I hope his prayers 
for them may be answered in the conversion of 
many of them, though they did not follow his ex- 
ample in his lifetime. 


LETTER FROM Mr. HASCALL. 
Mautoatn, March 31, 1878. 

A TRIP UP THE SALWEEN. — The first few days 
of the quarter were spent in town, attending to 
many little matters connected with the work, which 
could not be postponed. The 14th, I took a boat, 
and, accompanied by one of the most promising of 
my schoolboys, I started on a trip up the Salween, 
visiting many Talign villages. At Tong Sug I 
had a very interesting conversation with some of 
the followers of the “Inner Law.” This village 
seems to be the stronghold of this sect in this dis- 
trict. Its followers believe in and worship the one 
eternal God. They have a priest, —an old Talign, 
—who lives in the simplest manner ; eating only 
such food as may be offered him by his followers, 
making no remarks whether it be good orbad. He 
uses the most common brown earthen dishes, shaves 
the head, and dresses in yellow robes like the 
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priests of Buddha. His followers are very self- 
righteous, thinking that they can save themselves 
by their own good works. 

AN INTERESTING LISTENER. — One morning, 
while returning to my boat from a long tramp to 
visit two small villages, I met a man in the Burman 
dress, who seemed to listen with much interest to 
the story of the cross. He told me he was a 
Toung-thoo, a nephew of the Toung-thoo I men- 
tioned in my last, of whom, by the way, I heard a 
good report. On my return trip, I called at his 
village for a short time, when he accompanied me 
through the village, trying to calm the fears of the 
people, and persuade them to receive books. I 
shall hope to write you more concerning this in- 
teresting people. They are generally looked upon 
as being very fierce; but, so far as my experience 
goes, I have found them very gentle and tractable. 

On ANOTHER TRIP, I visited the large village of 
Zyartebin, taking with me two of the boarders, 
who, as well as the boy I took on the previous 
trip, rendered valuable assistance in preaching and 
distributing tracts. Upon my return from this 
trip, I found matters in the school in a very in- 
teresting state. The Holy Spirit was working in 
the hearts of several of the boarders; so that I 
deemed it best to remain in town the ensuing week, 
to try and help them on in the divine life. Ina 
few days, several of them gave good evidence of 
conversion. 

Trip TO AMHERST.— The week following, I 
made a trip to Amherst, K’mahwet, and K’lawsot. 
Feb. 11, with nearly all my largest boys, in com- 
pany with Mr. Webster, started for the annual 
association at Ya-la-mino, a small Karen village 
sixty miles below Amherst. We found it a long 
and tedious walk, but enjoyed the meetings much. 
The meeting was not as fully attended by Chris- 
tians as I could have wished, owing to the great 
distance many would have been obliged to travel ; 
but many heathen came in from neighboring vil- 
lages, to whom, as opportunity offered, the gospel 
was preached. At the close of the meetings, six 
candidates were baptized; and we all went our 
various ways rejoicing. There are many Taligns 
living in this part of the country who cannot be 
reached through the medium of the Burmese lan- 
guage. We certainly need another missionary to 
the Taligns. Of course their language will in 
time die out, but, in the mean time, many are dying 
without a knowledge of the truth. 

BaprisMs. — Small-pox raging violently in town, 
it seemed to be my duty to stay at home; but I 
was not idle, as you may judge, when I say that 
during one week I preached four sermons. The 
four girls, mentioned in my last report as having 
been accepted for baptism, were baptized the first 
sabbath in the year. Three promising boys from 
our boarding-school have since been baptized. 
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One is the son of the school-teacher at Amherst, 
and bids fair to be an active worker in the Master’s 
vineyard. He is about twenty years of age. The 
others were of heathen parentage. One of them, 
Houng Shan (Chinese), came to us about five months 
before his baptism, knowing little about the truth. 
Iremember, the first sabbath evening after he came, 
we called the boys in to repeat their Scripture 
verses, given them to learn by Mrs. Hascall. Some 
one of the boys had evidently thought to have a 
little fun by changing his verse ; as, when he rose 
to recite, instead of repeating the verse which had 
been given him, he simply repeated, “ And they 
crucified Him.” I made a few remarks about the 
crucifixion, and was about to pass to the next boy, 
when he asked in the most interested manner, 
“What did they kill him for?” I told him the 
story ; and, though he still clung to and argued 
in favor of the religion of his fathers, it was not 
very many weeks ere he began to wish to become 
a Christian. The other candidate was the first 
boy I received as a boarder, His father, a Mo- 
hammedan, had died, and his mother had taken 
another husband. They were very poor, and, had 
I not taken the boy, the Mohammedans would have 
taken him, and he would have been reared in error. 
He is but twelve or thirteen years of age, and when 
he asked to be allowed to go forward for baptism, 
I asked him if he was not too young. “No,” he 
replied : “ Jesus said, ‘ Suffer little children to come 
unto me.’” 

THE TOUNG-THOO PRIEST mentioned in a 
former letter has since been baptized at Dong-yan. 
He accompanied me to the association, and gave 
good evidence that he was in earnest in his desire 
to be a Christian. Another year I hope more fully 
to follow out my plan of enlisting the young men 
under my charge in evangelistic work. The plan, 
so far as I have been able to carry it out this year, 
has worked well. 

In MY JUNGLE Trips I have been very well 
received, as a general rule. There was one excep- 
tion, however, as follows: I had been preaching 
and distributing tracts in the village of Upa-gat, 
and, after eating my dinner, was walking on the 
low bank of the river, enjoying the cool evening 
air, when I noticed a strange sound, as though 
small stones were being thrown into the sand about 
me. At first I paid no attention to it; but finally 
concluded I had better seek the shelter of my boat. 
I therefore walked slowly toward the boat, picking 
up one of the missiles as I went. Instead of a 
stone, I found it to be a round ball of clay, dried 
in the sun, such as the natives use for killing birds, 
throwing them with great force from bows. Fortu- 
nately, I was not hit. I took my gun from the 
boat ; and the mere sight of it seemed to have the 
desired effect, for the shower of clay balls imme- 
diately ceased. The people of that village, for the 
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most part, had listened respectfully, however; and 
I had the satisfaction of knowing that not many of 
them would have approved of the act of one of 
their number. 


LETTER FROM REV. E. O. STEVENS. 
Prome, March 12, 1878. 


REPAIRING CHAPEL. — Day before yesterday 
our brick chapel was closed for repairs. The ne- 
cessity of having the tiles relaid on account of 
numerous breakages, and trouble from bats, had 
long been apparent ; but with the limited resources 
at my disposal, it had become a serious question, 
as to how the expense would be met. But Sunday, 
Jan. 27, at the close of the forenoon sermon, one 
of the members of the church arose and said it 
was evident that the chapel needed to be repaired, 
and that as, in his opinion, it.was a matter pertain- 
ing to the church having the use of the chapel, he 
was ready, for one, to suhscribe twenty-five rupees 
towards this object. On the 11th ult. the church 
clerk called in to see me with the subscription-list 
he had just drawn up, and quietly handed me fifty 
rupees in his wife’s name. The next day one of 
the congregation gave me twenty rupees, and on 
the 28th, another fifty rupees: so that, adding 
these sums to what comes from other sources, I 
shall have enough to pay the contractor with, when 
he shall have completed the job. 

Next Sunday the worshippers expect to meet in 
the old schoolhouse ; for I have had it cleansed 
from the mud which was deposited on the floor by 
the great flood of last August, and have recently 
had a roof put upon it which I hope will last two 
or three years. 

A BuRIAL-GROUND. — But little space is left in 
that part of the Prome Christian burial-ground 
which has been allotted to Dissenters. The Bap- 
tists of this place have for some time felt the need 
of a graveyard of their own. To meet this want, 
a woman, who is a widow, last January made a 
donation of two hundred rupees, which, after the 
purchase of the land, leaves nearly half to be ex- 


‘pended in fencing it in, and clearing away the 


brush. 

EVIDENCES OF AFFECTIONATE REGARD. — 
These instances of a willingness on the part of 
Burman Christians, to contribute to the cause of 
Christ, encourage us in our work. But somehow 
they do not affect us so deeply as the enthusiastic 
welcome we received from them on our arrival, 
the assistance rendered to us on the day of our 
moving from the hired house into the new mission 
house in process of building, and other evidences 
of affectionate regard manifested in many little 
ways. When the through train from Rangoon 
came into the Prome station on the evening of 
Dec. 18, we saw in the bright moonlight quite a 
company of native Christians waiting to receive 
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us. While some pressed forward to shake hands, 
one held back to hide her tears of joy. The 
wife of our deacon, in the ardor of her love, fell 
upon Mrs, Stevens’s neck, and kissed her, Burman 
fashion, by smelling her cheek. They escorted us 
to the hired house, where we found a very nice 
dinner already cooked, and the table spread with 
the good things which they had provided at their 
own expense. These voluntary services so cheer- 
fully, heartily, eagerly pressed upon us, compel us 
to believe that the Prome disciples really love us; 
and how can we help loving them in return ? 

THE DIscIpLes seemed determined not 
to be outdone by the city folks. Soon after our 
arrival, their pastor and the deacon came in to 
greet us. The latter overtook me as I was walk- 
ing up the aisle one Sunday morning, just before 
service, and, holding my hand in both of his, wept 
like a child. 

Jan. 29, I went out to visit the Enma church, 
going the greater part of the way by rail. At a 
place called Wa-i-gyee, the cars stopped just long 
enough for me to take off my baggage, when lo! 
Myat-thoo appeared with a lot of his schoolboys 
ready to pick up my bundles and baskets, and put 
them on board of a cart which a heathen man 
had kindly offered for my use, free of charge, for 
the remaining four or five miles of the journey 
to the Enma chapel. A pony was provided, which 
I rode with considerable care, as it was my first 
experience in balancing myself on a Burman sad- 
die. 

In PouncDAY, Jan. 11, there was less of demon- 
strative joy at my coming ; for all were busy, get- 
ting ready for a two-days’ meeting, to which the 
Zeegong church had been invited, as well as the 
Prome and Enma churches. And yet there, too, I 
received a welcome which made my heart glad. 

In view of all these things, Mrs. Stevens and I 
feel very grateful, that on our return to Burmah, 
the providence of God has permitted us to come 
back to our former field of labor. Miss Bromley 
seems happy in her Burman home. She is mak- 
ing steady progress in the acquisition of the lan- 
guage. 


fission to the 
LETTER FROM Mr. CusHING. 


Buamo, March 2s, 1878. 


First BaApTisM IN NORTHERN BuRMAH. — 
Yesterday I had the pleasure of administering the 
ordinance of baptism for the first time in Northern 
Burmah. God has graciously heard our prayers, 
and we trust that one Shan man has been brought 
into the fold of the Good Shepherd. Before I 
went to Rangoon last December, Sanlake’ asked 
for baptism, but was desired to wait until my 
return. After my return (from Rangoon), he 
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repeated his request, and was deferred another 
month that he might study the Scriptures more 
fully, and consider all the results which might 
grow out of a public profession of Christianity. 

As we desired neither to conceal the act from 
the authorities, nor to court publicity, the ordi- 
nance was administered in the afternoon, when 
fewer people than at any other time frequent the 
river-bank. As it was, however, we had a good 
number of witnesses. We have heard nothing 
from the officials, and trust that they will not 
attempt any persecution of the young man here- 
after. The influence of the king is not felt as 
strongly here as nearer the capital. 

A CHIEF WANTS A KAREN TEACHER. —I have 
just returned from a trip down the river to meet 
a Ka-Khyen chief who wishes to have a Karen 
teacher sent to him. I saw him during my trip to 
the mountains last February, while he was on a 
visit to Pukon. At that time I gave him a writing 
saying that I would try to furnish him a Karen 
teacher. I saw him again at the Bhamo fair, 
which closed a week ago, and made an appoint- 
ment to meet him at Moyo, a village on the Irra- 
waddy, where his men would be preparing to take 
salt to the mountains. During our interview, the 
chief said he would build a house, and feed a 
teacher, if I would furnish him with one. He 
desired me to accompany him to his village, but I 
am unable to do so now from the pressure of other 
work. I have despatched a man to him to-day to 
make arrangements by which a Karen teacher can 
go to him as soon as one comes up from the lower 
country. 

The need of a Ka-Khyen missionary is imperative. 
The present condition of the field is so hopeful, 
that delay imperils every thing. You must try to 
send a Ka-Khyen missionary without delay. I 
will agree to meet him at Rangoon, teach him all 
the Ka-Khyen I can, and introduce him to his field. 

The Karens are still treated kindly, although 
there is some scarcity of food now, and will be 
until the next harvest. They seem to be men who 
are willing to endure hardness as good soldiers of 
Jesus Christ. 

On account of the importance of the Ka-Khyen 
field, do not delay giving prompt assistance. 


ASSAM. 
LETTER FROM Mrs. WARD. 


Stpsacor, April 18, 1878. 
Notes OF A Tour. —Two days ago I returned 
from a tour to Jeypore on mission work; and though 
the journey was a tedious and suffering one, if the 
cause of our blessed Master is promoted by it I 
will count it joy to have suffered for his name’s 
sake. In the neighborhood of Jeypore there are 
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villages of a people called Fakeials ; they are set- 
tlers from the north of Burmah, talk the Shan lan- 
guage, and, as far as I can judge, devoted Buddhists: 
old and young are well instructed in the Buddhist 
scriptures. 

ASKING FOR TEACHERS.—Some of the men 
occasionally come to Sibsagor for trade, and from 
time to time they have asked that a teacher be sent 
to their village to instruct them in the Christian re- 
ligion, and teach a boys’ school. About two months 
ago, some of the leading men were here again ur- 
ging their request, and promising to build a school- 
house and aid the teacher. A way seemed to be 
opened to comply with it, in the fact that the Chris- 
tian young man who has taught a boys’ school on my 
premises for several years not only expressed a will- 
ingness to go, but an interest and pleasure in the 
work. He had a friendly acquaintance with the peo- 
ple, and they were desirous 4e should come. I pro- 
posed to return with the men, and see the people, 
and what the prospect was for a school. The diffi- 
culty, however, of finding conveyance, led me to give 
up going then, and the men returned with the prom- 
ise that I would come. I made repeated efforts to 
get a boat to go by river, or elephant by land, but 
without’ success. Owners of elephants were not 


willing that their elephants should go to Jeypore, as 


the salt springs, where herds of wild elephants 
gather, are in that vicinity, and, once a tame ele- 
phant gets loose up there, he is not found again. 

A TRYING JoURNEY. — With the assistance of 
Col. Campbell I finally succeeded in hiring a fine 
large elephant, and started on the gth, in a driz- 
zling rain that continued for some hours ; but the 
elephant jogged slowly on till night forced us to 
stop for rest at a tea-planter’s house, suffering not 
a little from weariness and the long-continued 
shaking motion. I cannot take time to go into the 
particulars of this trying journey, the most so of 
any I have ever taken in my long missionary life. 

There are two roads from here to Jeypore: one 
the main government road passing through Dibru- 
ghur, requiring three and a half or four days; the 
other, passing through tea-gardens, and requiring 
only two days. I chose the latter, to save time ; 
but it led me over a fearfully bad road, with broken 
bridges, and through deep mud, plunging down 
deep gullies, and up steep banks, and crushing 
through dense jungle. You may be sure I did not 
try this road over again, but returned by the gov- 
ernment road, very thankful to reach home safely. 

THE FAKEJAL VILLAGE.—I spent a day and 
a half at the Fakejal village; the head man giv- 
ing me a small house next his own, where he 
reads the shasters to the people. It consisted 
of only one room, but he brought a curtain of 
plaid silk such as the women in Burmah weave, 
and partitioned off one half, where I was quite 
comfortable. The other half was filled with men 
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or women all the time, talking, asking questions, 
so that it was difficult for me to get a chance to 
rest. 

I let them watch me eat, as the operation of 
using a spoon and fork, cup and saucer, afforded 
amusement. Some women indulged their curiosity 
so far as to try my comb and brush on their own 
hair. They showed me the comb they use, made - 
from a piece of wood about three inches long, the 
top crescent shape, with long teeth,—a piece of 
home manufacture. 

We had bright moonlight nights, and this led the 
conversation on to astronomy; the most intelligent 
men seemed incredulous of the statement that the 
earth was round, though I told them that I had 
been round the world myself, and so had many 
others. They frequently asked very shrewd ques- 
tions, indicating that they were thoughtful and in- 
telligent. 

A FEstivAL Day.—It so happened that the 
day I spent there was a great annual festival 
day ; and the whole village, especially the women 
and children, were very busy carrying water and 
bathing their gods. Some fifty gilded images of 
Gaudama, of various sizes, were arranged on a 
platform, and in the centre a bamboo affair was 
set twirling, and sprinkled the gods as water was 
poured into a spout. The boys were beating 
drums and cymbals all day long and nearly all 
night. I noticed, however, that the elderly men 
paid very little attention to these festivities. The 
head man was a tall, fine-looking man, with a 
most dignified bearing. The people are thorough- 
ly Burmese; though living in Assam, they are 
totally unlike the Assamese in looks, dress, habits, 
and, I think, character. There was an honesty and 
cheerfulness about them not found in the natives of 
this province. Altogether I was greatly pleased 
with the people, and encouraged to commence work 
among them. They wanted me to stay there, and 
said they would build a house forme. If I had my 
hands free from other work, I should like to live 
among them: it seemed like being back in the field 
of my early missionary life. There is a much larger 
village of these people, comprising several hundred, 
I was told, about a day’s journey from this ; and 
when I go again I shall try to visit that village. 

THE SCHOOL.— The prospect for a school is 
every way encouraging; there will probably be 
some fifty boys in attendance at day school, an 
evening school for elderly men, and regular Chris- 
tian worship on the sabbath. The young man 
who is to teach went with me, and seems to 
take a deep interest in the effort. I trust the 
Lord will add his blessing, and some chosen ones 
be found among this people. Let me entreat that 


this effort be remembered at the throne of grace. 
In a certain sense it is renewing the effort of the 
first missionaries to Assam, about a_ half-century 
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ago. Brown and Cutter commenced work in Jey- 
pore, especially with a view to reach the Shans of 
Burmah. Brother Cushing in Bhamo may yet lock 
hands with the missionaries in upper Axsam, and 
the mountains that now divide us be spanned with 
gospel light. “The ends of the earth shall fear 
Him.” 


LETTER FROM Miss KEELER. 


. Nowcona, April 6, 1878. 

In accordance with Mr. Neighbor’s request and 
the advice of other missionaries, I came to Now- 
gong, Feb. 28, to take charge of Mr. Neighbor’s 
department of mission work; the entire work being 
too much for Miss Sweet in addition to that of her 
own department. 

I desire to do what I can to carry on Mr. Neigh- 
bor’s work, until one stronger and abler comes to 
take up the work. I feel assured that our native 
brethren will prove themselves faithful workers in 
this time of need. At our last covenant-meeting 
our hearts were cheered and encouraged by new 
indications that the Spirit of the Lord was in our 
midst. Five persons requested baptism; three of 
whom were school-boys, one a middle-aged man, 
and one a feeble old woman. All were received, 
and will be baptized to-morrow, April 7. Dear 
friends, pray for us at Nowgong, that the power of 
the Spirit may abide with us, and that the Lord of 
the harvest will increase the laborers of this great 
harvest-field of Assam. 


LETTER FROM MR. GODDARD. 
Nincpo, April 6, 1878. 

WorK HINDERED. — Work, especially in the 
country, has been much hindered the past three 
months, as it was last November and December, 
by continuous and heavy rains. Never, during the 
ten years I have spent here, has there been such a 
protracted season of wet weather. While several 
of the northern provinces are devastated by fam- 
ine in consequence of drought, we are suffering 
from the opposite evil. The price of garden and 
farm produce has risen considerably, causing 
great inconvenience and suffering among the 
masses whose scanty incomes barely sufficed for 
their support in better times, and serious fears are 
entertained that the summer crops may prove a 
failure unless the rain ceases soon. Our members 
have felt this pressure, and their contributions for 
church-work, small enough before, have fallen to 
almost nothing. In such a state of things, you 
will readily understand, itineration to any great 
extent has been impracticable. Moreover, during 
the month of February, I was suffering from a 
severe cold, cough, and hoarseness, which have not 
entirely left me yet. Though confined to the 
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house only a week, I have not been able to use 
my voice freely for some time. But even when 
unable to speak, I used to attend the chapel after- 
noons, and by my presence draw in audiences for 
the native preacher. Thank God, I am no longer 
tied in that way; but am able to proclaim the 
“‘unsearchable riches of Christ” once more, and 
to urge sinners to “flee from the wrath to come.” 
It is a grand work, —a work angels might rejoice 
in. Yet it is saddening to see the apathy with 
which the most earnest appeals are received, — to 
see men, after acknowledging the truth and impor- 
tance of the doctrines they have heard, deliberately 
turn away to their worldliness and idolatry, as if 
the truth had not made the slightest impression on 
them. Satan has bound this people with fetters 
of iron, and incased them with adamant. No 
power but that of the Holy Spirit can reach them. 

VISITING STATIONS. — Notwithstanding the 
difficulties in the way of work which are mentioned 
above, I have during the past three months visited 
Chusan twice, Jih-z-Kong twice, Si-u once, and 
Fong-gyaio once. Do-kyi-dao and Za-gyiao I 
have not been able to visit. At Si-u, a man who 
has been attending the chapel for six months 
applied for baptism, and was accepted, to be 
received at the next communion-season. He is a 
peddler by trade, has a fair Chinese education, and 
shows good mental abilities. 

He took up our Roman system of printing the 
colloquial, and mastered it in a short time. I 
have heard of him from several places which he 
had visited in the pursuit of his occupation; he 
seems to be unusually active in speaking of the 
new-found faith wherever he goes, and I hope he 
will be the means of preaching the gospel, in this 
way, in many places which we cannot reach. 

Si-u is terribly bound down by the customs and 
superstitions connected with ancestral worship. 
But the people seem to have a more independent- 
and manly spirit than is generally found in Ning- 
po, and make some of our best church-members 
when they succeed in breaking away from their 
heathen customs. At Chusan, and also at Wang- 
ka-deo, there are one or two inquiries, but aside 
from these there is nothing specially requiring 
notice at any of my stations. 

WHAT MAKES THE DIFFERENCE?—I read the 
accounts from Swatow with mingled feelings of 
wonder, delight, and sadness, God be praised for 
what he is doing there ! but has he no blessing for 
us also? What makes the difference? What hin- 
ders the work of the Spirit here? Is it want of 
faith and zeal on our part? Or is it some sin in 
which our churches are indulging? Or is it sim- 
ply the inscrutable will of Him who gives or with- 
holds according to his sovereign plcasure? My 
native brethren, as well as myself, have been much 
exercised with these thoughts for months past, and 
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our daily prayer has been, “O Lord, revive thy 
work.” 

DEATH OF A NATIVE PREACHER.—On Sun- 
day morning, March 10, Yi Sing-djii, the preach- 
er at Fong-gyiad, died after an illness of some two 
months. He had been in the employ of the mis- 
sion for many years, and probably had done his 
work as well and as faithfully as most of his col- 
leagues, though the visible results were not very 
great. I sent Yiao Jing-meo to take his place. 
He is the last of my former class of theological 
students, and the only man I had who was not set- 
tled over a chapel. As he was rather young, I 
had kept him with me, to accompany me in my 
itinerating, and assist me in daily preaching at the 
city chapel. Should another vacancy occur, I have 
no man ready or in training to fill it. © 


LETTER FROM Dr. M. BRONSON. 


Gowanatl, March 26, 1878. 

RETURN OF NATIVE PREACHERS. — My native 
preachers Kandura and Apinta have each returned 
from preaching-tours on both banks of the Brahma- 
putra, and seem greatly encouraged in the work. 
Kandura has baptized twenty-four‘persons, mostly 
Rabha Cosaris and Garos, all living in this the 
Kamroap district. I send you his journal written 

_ out by himself, which will speak for itself as to the 
progress of the work in this vicinity. People from 
new villages are turning to the Lord. 

SEASONS OF INTEREST.— We have many seasons 
of interest here in Gowahati, where the disciples 
come in from the villages. They often bring their 
heathen neighbors along with them to hear the gos- 
pel. The much-needed repairs on our boys’ school- 
house and dormitories, and both bungalows, and out- 
houses, are now completed, so that we can make 
them comfortable when they come to attend school 
or the meetings. The walls of the girls’ schoolhouse 
are nearly up. The ladies of the Western Society 
have rendered us most timely aid towards the erec- 
tion of this building, which is designed for native 
girls and zenana-women who may be induced to 
attend. The accommodations for this department 
have been so miserable heretofore, that few could 
be induced to attend. 


Mission to the Teloogoos. 
LETTER FROM Mr. CAMPBELL. 
SECUNDERABAD, Inp1a, April 6, 1878. 
A Mission Tour. — Since the 1st of January 
our work has presented some features of interest. 
The greater part of the month of January was 
spent ina long tour to the north-west of Secunder- 
abad. We reached a distance of about fifty miles. 
A part of the tour was over entirely new ground, 
In fact, the whole was new groynd to me; but a 
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portion had been previously visited by our native 
preachers, The tour was the most encouraging 
one I have made fora long time. In many villages 
the people manifested earnestness, and sometimes 
joy, at the sound of the glad tidings. At one 
village, Poolikul, the terminus of the tour, two 
gave evidence of truly accepting Christ as their 
Saviour, and were baptized. I have hopes of. 
others from the same village. One of the preachers 
has visited some of the same villages since, and 
returned with a good report. One or two, whom 
I distinctly remember having talked with during 
the tour, say they are believing in Christ, and that 
he is the true God, whom they will serve. May 
God grant to keep them amid the many tempta- 
tions they have to meet, and enable them to endure 
the scoffs they have to meet from those who still 
hold to their idols! Some have lately listened at 
the little bookstore with much attention. One 
woman told the preacher that she would believe, 
but, after talking with her husband, he opposed 
her ; and then, she says, “ What can I do?” , 

Our ENGLISH PRAYER-MEETINGS (attended 
mostly by English soldiers) are interesting and 
profitable. One or two have lately professed to 
have found Christ. 

I rejoice to see the mention made, in your letter 
of Jan. 10, respecting a house and compound. I 
truly hope you will be able to provide for it next 
year. May the Lord grant the means, and guide 
to the securing of such a situation as shall be for 
his own glory! Pray with us, that God may grant 
this our petition. I feel that there should be found 
in us all, in the field and at home, an earnest 
looking unto God. It is He who accomplishes 
these things for us. 


CHINA. 


LETTER FROM Dr. ASHMORE. 
Swatow, April, 1878. 

YESTERDAY was communion Sunday ; and to-day 
we are taking, not “ blue Monday,” but a minister’s 
sabbath. Servants must wait till their wards are 
cared for. The week began with a heavy north- 
east gale, which rolled up a tremendous sea in the 
harbor ; and cruising in small boats became unsafe. 
Consequently our people did not get in till the 
close of the week, and some gave up the attempt 
altogether. 

Yet we had a house-full on Sunday ; and we had 
excellent meetings on Thursday, Friday, and Satur- 
day as well. 

GrowTH.—I often think of the old patriarch 
Jacob, who went over the brook with nothing but 
a traveller’s walking-stick, and came back multi- 
plied into two bands. A dozen years ago, one 
ordinary-sized room would hold all the church- 
members we could get together at one time in Sii 
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Chin. The Lord increased us, and when our new 
houses were built, one room was made a little 
larger than others, in order to furnish the increased 
accommodations needed on communion season. 
Soon they packed that full: then we built quite a 
good-sized chapel that would hold two or three 
hundred ; now they fill that, and we no longer ex- 
pect the bulk of them to attend communion here. 
Truly we think that God is with us. Pray for us. 
Most truly, most earnestly, most continually, do we 
ask that Christians at home would pray for us. 
Some will say, “Oh, this is just a pious ex- 
pression that people interlard their letters with.” 
It is not so. We here do believe in prayer, and 


we would ask the friends of our mission-work, that, 


in their family prayer, they would occasionally 
mention this mission. Ask for something sfecific, 
and then let those who ask, keep a watch, and see 
whether God answers, or whether prayer is mere 
talk. 

BAPTISMS. — We had some twenty-five applicants 
for baptism. Twelve of these were accepted, six 
men and six women. ‘They were baptized, both 
men and women.” We hope, that, like the eunuch, 
they went on their way rejoicing. We know that 
on this occasion Mr. McKibben, who acted as 
Philip for the mission, and all the rest of us, went 
on our ways rejoicing. 

THE EXAMINATION of the twelve occupied about 
three hours. The others had a preliminary exami- 
nation, and were advised by the leading brethren 
to defer the formal application. The work of in- 
terrogating is done almost wholly by the Chinese. 
“The Lord helps those who help themselves,” is 
an old proverb which has a good deal of sound 
theology in it, although it is not always quoted with 
a view to make that fact conspicuous. They once 
rather compelled us who are missionaries to do the 
questioning ; and so they were slow to learn, and 
slow to feel responsibility. Now that they are 
becoming used to the load, they carry it very well. 

TACT IN THE EXAMINATION. — A list of such 
questions as are propounded to some of these 
candidates would interest you deeply, I am sure. 
A Chinaman knows the back-door as well as the 
front-door to a Chinaman’s heart. He knows the 
nooks and corners, and chinks and crannies, and 
inlets and outlets, of that labyrinth; and we are 
often amazed at some of the questions, which 
possess the quality of a boomerang, and hit some- 
thing quite out of sight around a corner. With all 
their bad heathenish traits —and they are legion 
in number —I am more and more impressed with 
what splendid stuff there is in these Chinese for 
the church of the future. They have such a knack 
of taking hold of things by the right end! This 
practical common sense will enable them to make 
the very most of themselves, when the grace of 
God has more fully developed them. 
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LETTER FROM Mr. BARCHET. 


Nincpo, Cutna, April 18, 1878, 


RAINS AND DrouGcut. — We have hada pro- 
~ longed cold and wet winter, colder than any I have 
yet experienced inChina. The people have suffered 
in consequence, and have had to eat much bitter- 
ness. It is getting warm now, but the rain contin- 
ues, Inthe northern provinces they are still suffer- 
ing from drought, and multitudes are starving. 
The emperor has repeatedly prayed for rain, in 
vain; though many of his people believe that 
Heaven Aas heard his prayers, but made a mistake 
by sending rain south instead of north. On 
account of the rainy weather, the work of preach- 
ing the gospel out of doors has not been so actively 
carried on as it would have been, had the weather 
permitted ; but preaching at the chapels has gone 
on uninterruptedly. 

Our Native HELPERs are pretty faithful in this 
respect. I often call on them at unexpected hours, 

“and usually find them at their posts. The people 
are generally willing to listen, and most admit the 
foreign doctrine to be good; but they think it a 
great pity that we do not sacrifice to ancestors, and 
that we denounce idol-worship. Now and then we 
meet a man who will discuss the subject of religion. 
A few days ago I met a man at one station outside 
the West-gate, who admitted that what we preached 
was good, but wanted to know “what it benefited 
aman to believe a God and try to be religious;” 
stating that some of his neighbors present could 
testify that he had led a good life, yet God had not 
blessed him. God had indeed given him a son, 
but when he was old enough to be of any use, and 
just after all the trouble to bring him up, he fell 
sick and died ; his daughters-in-law were childless, 
and now he was worse off than many a wicked 
man. He was partially answered by one of his 
own countrymen, who repeated a Chinese prover- 
bial saying, “The good have a good reward, and 
the wicked have a wicked reward, if not received 
just at once.” On leaving the chapel, a little boy 
about ten years of age came up to me, and asked, 
“Can a little boy like me become a disciple of 
Jesus?” It is now even as it was of old, that the 
truth is hid to the would-be wise, but is revealed 
to babes. 

THERE ARE GREAT DIFFICULTIES in the way of 
spreading the gospel here. If we had none but this, 
that the majority of the people are unable to read, 
and the nature of the Chinese characters is such 
that very few can master it sufficiently to be able to 
read and understand, the difficulty would be great 


. enough. For this reason the Lord’s word, “ Preach 


the gospel,” comes home to us in China with more 
power than anywhere else, for it is only through 
preaching that we can hope to reach these millions ; 
and that this work will have to be accomplished. 
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chiefly through native agency will readily be seen. 
Men need to be trained for this purpose, and we 
must look to God to send us the right sort of men. 

ORDINATION OF NATIVE PREACHERS. — You 
will be glad to hear that two of our native helpers 
were last week ordained to the ministry. They 
are both intelligent men, and bear irreproachable 
characters. One of these is Li-sin-sang, whom I 
sstationed at Kong-Keo ; the other is U-Ah-dying, 
whom brother Goddard placed at the West-gate 
chapel. There were present Dr. Lord, brothers 
Jenkins, Goddard, myself, and a number of native 
helpers and Christians. In the afternoon, the can- 
didates first gave a short and interesting account 
of their conversion, and a brief statement of their 
faith, They were then questioned by Dr. Lord, 
brothers Jenkins and Goddard, to whose questions 
satisfactory answers were given. It was arranged 
that they should be ordained in the evening. 
Brother Jenkins preached the sermon on this occa- 
sion Dr. Lord offered the ordaining prayer ; and 
brother Goddard gave a most impressive charge, 
which will long be remembered. Both brother 
Goddard and myself were much in need of ordained 
helpers ; and we are very thankful to God for giv- 
ing us such promising men, —men who have a good 
report in all the churches. 

A WeppING. — Another of our native evangel- 
ists has just married one of Dr. Lord’s school-girls. 
The wedding took place in the country, thirty miles 
west of Ningpo, at the house of the bridegroom’s 
parents, as the young man’s idea was to show his 
parents and friends what a Christian wedding is. 
We were pleased with the arrangement. 

FEw INQUIRERS. — Since my last letter we can- 
not report much progress as to additions to the 
church. There are a few more inquirers ; but we 
have received only one person into the Kong-Keo 
church, who will be baptized shortly. 


LETTER FROM Miss FIELDE. 
Swatow, Cu1na, May 5, 1878. 

BIBLE - WOMEN. —I have aclass of eight women 
studying here, nearly all of whom give promise of 
great usefulness as Bible-women. They are to re- 
view the compendium of the Gospels during the 
next two months, and then go out to the country 
stations, while fifteen women who are now out at 
work in the villages will come here for four months’ 
study of the book of Acts, which Mr. Partridge has 
had printed in the colloquial. 

A Tour.—In March ‘Miss Thompson and I 
made a tour of the eight stations in the Kit-Ie dis- 
trict. Nothing but work is needed for the gather- 
ing of a great harvest from those fields. The 
Christians of these stations are doing more for the 
support of the gospel than is done at our other 
stations, yet they do but little. 

This district is perhaps the richest in this prefec- 
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ture. The best land, rice-fields from which two 
crops a year are taken, is valued at one hundred dol- 
lars the Chinese acre, which is about one-sixth of an 
English acre. The government tax is fifteen cents 
per acre perannum. From three to five dollars 
must be spent for bean-cake and other fertilizers for 
each acre of land, every year. A strong, active man 
can till about ten acres of land; and the income to 
a man working his own land, even in favorable 
years, is less than fifty dollars per year. Nearly 
all the rice-fields are irrigated by means of pumps 
worked by treadles. The fertilizers dispensed to 
every stalk of grain are carried to the fields on 
men’s shoulders, and none but the most primitive 
agricultural implements are used. The rice-fields, 
and the gardens in which sugar-cane, sweet pota- 
toes, and various vegetables are grown, are about 
equally profitable to the cultivator. Those who 
hire land do so for half its products, reckoned at 
eight chaldrons the acre in rice. Rice in the husk 
sells, in ordinary years, at one dollar the chaldron. . 

The great mass of men here are farmers, culti-- 
vating their own fields. The arable land is di- 
vided up into very small sections, and being tilled 
by the owner is made to yield its utmost. Middle- 
class families live at an average cost of a dollar a 
month for each person, and every member of the 
family, except the very old and very young, earns 
as much as the cost of his food. 

AT PEH TAH, fifty miles west from here, I opened - 
a day-school in the new chapel, with one of the 
oldest boys from my school here as teacher, and. 
twenty-four boys, all Christians, or the sons of 
Christians, as pupils. The parents furnished the 
benches and desks for the school, and six dollars - 
towards the teacher’s wages. 

I hope the school will eventually become self- 
supporting ; but as, while I was at Peh Tah, these 
same parents subscribed fifteen dollars for painting 
the chapel, and eighty cents per month toward a 
Bible-woman’s wages, and as they have been giv-- 
ing what they could toward the building of the: 
chapel, I did not press them to do more this year.. 

The only text-books to be used in the school are: 
the Bible and its commentaries. 


SIAM. 
LETTER FROM MR. DEAN. 


Bancxok, April 9, 1878. 
INTERESTING CONVERTS. — Last sabbath I bap-- 
tized two Chinese, each the head of a family. 
Chek Heng, the elder, is fifty-three years old ; has 
lived in Siam twenty years; has two sons. He 


keeps a variety-store a little way from the second 
king’s palace, and sells cloth and cutlery, nails and 
nutmegs, rice and resin, tea and tobacco, and a 
variety of other things, some of which are not 
found in a country store in America. 
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Last year this man had heard something about 
g Christianity, and resolved to learn what it was. 
He soon met one of the old members of the 
church, who so far answered his inquiries that 
he resolved to come to chapel; since which, he 
has been a constant attendant at our sabbath ser- 
vices, and shows evidence of being a true Chris- 
tian. 

On his national new year, having pulled down 
his household gods, he thought he would make an 
offering to his new-found God, in the same way he 
had done to his old one; and preparing a plate of 
sweetmeats, pork, and flowers, he started off to 
the shadow of a neighboring tree to make his of- 
ferings to his new-found God. . 

In his haste he stumbled in the way, and fell, 
and broke his plate, spilled his offerings, and cut 
his hand with the broken fragments of his dish. 
As he saw the blood on his hand, he took it as an 
omen of ill-luck for the year, and was greatly 
‘troubled. Soon after, meeting the deacon of the 
church, he related to him his adventure, and ex- 
pressed his foreboding of evil. The deacon 
-allayed his fears, by interpreting the fall, not as 
an omen of evil, but as significant of God’s un- 
willingness to receive that kind of worship, and 
that he required the service of faith, of repentance, 
and a holy life. The man received gladly the inter- 
pretation, and has since gone on his way with rejoi- 
cing. The other man, forty years old, ten years in 
Siam, has a wife and three children, lives in the 
country, and comes to the city to sell paddy. 
These men expressed by their language and looks 
great joy at their first sitting at the Lord’s table. 
They both can read a little, and expressed a 
wish to learn more of the doctrine and more of 
‘books. 

BaPTIsMS. — During the first quarter of 1878, 
‘we baptized twelve disciples, six from Lengkia- 
chu and six from Pet-reu ; and now begin the sec- 
ond quarter, with two new disciples at Bangkok. 
We are now carefully distributing copies of ‘ Mat- 
‘thew with Notes,” and the “Daily Manna,” and 
here and there a copy of the New Testament. 
Some inquiry has been awakened, and some 
opposition aroused, but a few are interested. One 
old member of the church is ripening for heaven, 
now eighty-four; one is becoming demented by 
his misfortunes ; and one has admitted seven 
other spirits into his heart, more wicked than the 
one first expelled. His wife says he is so bad, she 
thinks of leaving him. 

Mrs. DEAN returned much improved by her 
trip to the hills of India; but is now suffering 
from the transition from fires in her room there 
two months ago, to the mercury in her room here 
now at 93° or 94°. This is our most trying month 
in the year. 
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LETTER FROM Miss KIDDER. 


Toxio, Jarpan, May 18, 1878, 

WE have had a baptism every Lord’s Supper 
sabbath for three months. There are others who 
give good evidence of having changed hearts, whom 
we hope to receive soon. We have a new preach- 
ing-place where we go twice a month, and the wo- 
men are holding two meetings there every week. 
I am greatly encouraged by the growth in grace of 
some of the disciples there. On Sunday attendance 
was so increased that the people could not be ac- 
commodated in our preaching-room, so we have 
made it as large as we could, by taking in the piazza 
on one side, and we are full again now. I am ex- 
pecting a missionary and his wife in the fall, and 
am praying especially that the Lord will direct the 
Board to select such a man as will be best fitted for 
this field; such a woman as will be, in deed and 
truth, a missionary herself. Miss Sands is hard at 
work, and news last week was that her labors were 
being particularly blessed. 

I believe you pray for us. 


SPAIN. 
LETTER FROM Mr. CIFRE. 
Barcetona, May 14, 1878. 

HINDERANCES AND SUCCESS. — My last letter to 
you was written about two months ago, and I am 
very sorry that I have neglected writing you so 
long; but you must excuse me, for I have been 
extremely busy. I wrote you in my last letter, that 
in all probability we should have a work similar to 
that in Hospitalet in Cornella, the next town to us; 
and I also stated the great interest which was 
manifested the day I preached in Cornella. It 
seems that the priests have been working among 
the rich people, so as to influence them not to let 
any houses to us; and the result has been that we, 
for a while, have abandoned the place. After 
special days of prayer for God to give us a house, 
just as we were discouraged, word was sent to me 
that there was a house at our disposal. So I im- 
mediately went to see the owner; and, after con- 
sulting about taking down a wall, so as to give 
more room for the chapel, he concluded to do it, 
and I paid him two months’ rent in advance; so 
now we have the building secured for our use. 
The next thing to consider was, how I was going 
to fit up the chapel and school, as I did not have 
a cent. And finally I concluded that I would visit 
some of the English friends here ; and, after going 
about with a subscription-list, I raised twenty dol- 
lars, — enough to buy the benches and the tables 
for the school. So in two or three —_ we will 
open our school and — 


rit 
M 
pl 
in 
V 
a 
i fi 
a 
h 
1 
I 
] 


1878.] 


CORNELLA is quite a large town, with two facto- 
ries that employ about fifteen hundred people. 
Many of them are quite liberal, and they have 
promised to help us in our work. So far we have 
in our list about sixty names; twenty-eight for the 
day school, and the balance for the evening school. 
We hope to get enough to pay the teacher’s salary 
and house-rent out of the fees that we shall receive 
from the school. 

The teacher is an old man, a good Christian, 
ard is the deacon of our church: he is a man of 
high education. Already he has organized a little 
meeting; and a few days since he preached to a 
little congregation of about twenty-five. We ex- 
pect to have preaching-service just the same as we 
have in Hospitalet. In the morning we shall have 
preaching; in the afternoon, Sunday school; and, 
in the evening, when I get through in Hospitalet, 
I will preach in Cornell, till I can think of some 
better plan, although it will make it a little harder 
for me. 

OBLIGED TO WAIT FOR MEANS. —I am rejoiced 
that I am able, through God’s help, to enlarge our 
work without extra cost to the Union. There are 
many towns which have asked me to go and open 
schools and chapels; but I find that I need money 
to fit up the chapels, and so I have to wait. 

Our WorK IN HOsPITALET is going. on as 
usual, Our school numbers seventy-one scholars; 
and our congregations are good. We have recent- 
ly, every Sunday morning, from about ninety to 
one hundred; and, in the afternoon service, from 
about one hundred and forty to one hundred and 
sixty. Our Sunday school, I believe, is the largest 
in any mission-chapel in this part of Spain: we 
have from eighty to ninety. The deacon has the 
class for women, his daughter a class for girls, 
the teacher a class for boys, and I have the class 
of men. So Sunday is a good day for us, as we 
are busy nearly every hour. Saturday evenings we 
have a prayer-meeting. 

WoRKING AGAINST DISADVANTAGES, — When 
we compare our work with the work of other 
missionaries in Barcelona, we find that the Lord 
has greatly blessed us. It is true that they have, 


some of them, two or three mission-stations ; but 
it is because they have plenty of means to work 
with. There is a young Englishman, a Method- 
ist, who has been here about eight months, whose 
Board, I have been told, give him about two thou- 
sand dollars for his work, and one thousand dollars 
for his salary ; and he is a single man. The other 
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day he came to our house ; and he said to me, when 
he heard that I was going to open another chapel, 
“TI suppose you have plenty of money to work 
with.” I told him that we had so little that we 
were not able even to have music in the chapel, 
because the Board did not provide for it. And he 
said that his Board had sent him an organ that 
cost one hundred dollars. He invited me to preach 
in his chapel, which I did. And I must confess I 
came home a little sad when I thought how poor 
we were. Then he had plenty of hymn-books, 
library for the school, a good organ, and every 
thing you could think of. But one consolation I 
had, that, although our poverty was great, we have 
larger congregations, and we are more united; for 
he gets only from about forty to sixty persons on 
Sunday. 

Too LITTLE TO WORK WITH.— But it is im- 
possible to work on in this way. Thirty-three 
dollars a month is too little to work with: you 
know that. That covers the expense of teacher 


‘and building in Hospitalet. All books, lights, 


and travelling expenses, which have heretofore 
been something, and are now still larger, are left 
for me to pay out of my salary, which is not 
enough to pay our expenses and supply the clothes 
we wear out in the service. This does not seem 
just. . . . Really, I feel sometimes like a man with 
his hands tied. I see so much to do, and have so 
little to do with. We are sacrificing much for the 
work: we make the interest of the work our inter- 
est, as God knows. Cannot the Board spare us 
more for our work, which God seems to be bless- 
ing? Will they remember that I am a Spaniard, 
that I have the language, that all the expense they 
have been to on my account is to pay our passage 
here, and my salary and small appropriation ? 

I FEEL Anxious TO Do More.—Are the 
brethren ready to give me a trifle more to carry on 
my present work with less embarrassment ? and are 
they ready for me to enlarge my work still more? 

There is not a Spanish pastor in Barcelona; and 
I feel confident that I could reach many that for- 
eigners cannot reach. I would enter upon this work 
with joy, if the brethren at home were only ready. 

The telephone is a great invention; but, could 
some one invent an instrument for brethren at 
home to look with clear vision upon our mission- 
fields, we would have great occasion for rejoicing. 
Pray for us, and ask the Lord what he will have 
done in this part of his vineyard. 
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MISSIONARY OUTLOOK. 


LIBERAL CONTRIBUTIONS.—It is esti- 
mated that during 1875, Christians in Great 
Britain contributed over five millions of dol- 
lars for foreign missions. 


CHURCH EXTENSION.—A very important 
church-extension movement is now in prog- 
ress in the Free Church of Scotland. It is 
proposed to raise one hundred thousand 
pounds for church-building. And, notwith- 
standing the badness of the times, contribu- 
tions are flowing in to the new fund, not in 
hundreds only, but in thousands. The zeal 
and liberality of our Scottish friends will, we 
trust, provoke very many in our Church to 
fresh enthusiasm and liberality in the church- 
extension cause.— Zhe Messenger and Mis- 
sionary Record. 


OccAsION FOR HuMILity.— It is one of 
the unexplained mysteries of our denomina- 
tional life, that a people whom God has 
crowned with such marvels of grace as have 
been witnessed in our foreign missions can be 
so indifferent to them; that we can see the 
flaming traces of his footsteps in our mission- 
fields, and not be more eager to follow him; 
that we can be content to do so little where he 
has done so much. Our people are ready 
enough to recognize the fact of the successes 
of our missions; not unfrequently, indeed, 
they speak of it in a spirit of boasting and 
denominational pride. Many seem inclined 
to compare these successes with those achieved 
by other missionary societies, in a self-compla- 
cent way, as if some honor were reflected on 
us as a people by what the Lord has done for 
us. But, viewed in a more reasonable way 
the prosperity of our mission is an occasion 
of the profoundest humiliation. What so 
clearly shows our shortcomings and our want 
of liberality, as the fact that such missions 
plead in vain for adequate support ?— Special 
Paper read at Cleveland Anniversary. 


THE WITNESSING CHURCH must witness 
not only in Judzea, but in Samaria and in the 
uttermost parts of the earth. We talk of 
local churches, and for certain purposes they 
may be rightly so called; but no church can 


localize its sympathies, aims, and efforts for 
mankind. Christ loved the world; and, if any 
man have not the spirit of Christ, he is none 
of his. Christ commanded his servants to 
disciple all nations ; and what right have we 
to call him Lord if we neglect his command, 
and set at nought his authority? He has 
promised his Church that he will be with her 
in this work of discipling all men, till the 
world shall end. If we fail to evangelize the 
distant heathen, how can we claim his prom- 
ised presence? There is something to the 
purpose in a recent deliverance of the Wiscon- 
sin Baptist State Convention, “ that every pas- 
tor should present the cause of foreign mis- 
sions, and ask collections for it, at least once 
a year, on pain of being regarded as recreant 
to duty; and that a church refusing to give 
forfeits the character of a gospel church.” 
The arraignment is pointed, and very solemn ; 
but who shall gainsay it? What less could 
He who is the faithful and true witness say of 
those who keep not the word of his testimony ? 
— lid. 


BUSINESS VALUE OF MIssiIons.— When 
Dr. Moffat went as a missionary to South 
Africa, not a pound’s worth of British goods 
was sold in that country, which now pur- 
chases hundreds of thousands of pounds’ 
worth. 


HELPS FOR" LEARNING CHINESE. — Miss 
Fielde last year prepared two hundred lessons 
for beginners in learning the Swatow dialect. 
These will furnish study for two years and 
enable the student to master the Tie Chin 
dialect more quickly than has been possible 
for the missionaries who had to learn it with- 
out books. Type, with the tonal marks af- 
fixed to the letters, had to be specially cast 
for the printing, and this was done at the 


_foundery at Shanghai. The book is printed 


on writing-paper, with blank pages between 
the lessons for additional exercises. 

The printing was done at a temporary office 
in Swatow, that Miss Fielde might correct 
the proof with care. All this has made the 
publishing of the book very expensive; but 
the eight hundred dollars which it costs is 
paid by one of the merchants in Swatow, with 
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the generous arrangement that he will bear all 
losses that may be, but share all the profits 
after the three hundred copies being printed 
are sold. Miss Fielde has also finished an 
“Index to Williams’s Dictionary,” with pro- 
nunciations in the Swaton dialect. 

S. Wells Williams’s Dictionary is fourteen 
years work of one of the most able and accu- 
rate scholars China has had. It contains 
12,527 Chinese characters, with the Pekinese 
pronunciation and definitions in English. 
This index will render that grand dictionary 
more useful in the study of our dialect, and 
will be valuable in the preparation of our col- 
loquial books in the Chinese character. 

Miss Fielde says the “ Compendium,” 
which is the only book besides Acts, that we 
now have in the vernacular, has been invalua- 
ble in our work. It is the curriculum for all 
the Bible-women before they go out to their 
work ; it is used in all our schools, and it has 
induced many unlettered Christians to learn 
to read. 


S1aM.— The changes that are taking place 
in Siam are full of encouragement. The peo- 
ple are not only more interested, but those in 
authority are showing their appreciation of 
the services that have been rendered to the 
country by the missionaries. How different 
is the state of things to-day from what they 
were in the early history of our work in that 
land! Then the king was opposed to mission- 
aries. He did not wish them in his domin- 
ions. No land could be had on which to 
build houses, and no places where they could 
live could be rented. Their teachers were 
arrested and thrown into prison, their servants 
left them through fear, and the people were 
unwilling to trade or to have any connection 
with them. To-day the king is friendly, and, 
as has been published, has given one thou- 
sand dollars for the erection of the school 
building at Petchaburi. The nobles have 
also contributed to the same object in the 
aggregate a larger sum. 


THE government list of works of public util- 
ity constructed at private expense in the Pegu 
division of British Burmah for the year 1877 
gives a total value of Rs. 135,961-15. 

These works include zayats or rest-houses, 
kyoungs or school-houses, tanks, wells, and 
bridges, but no idols, pagodas, or other works 
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of purely religious use. The motive in build- 
ing these works was undoubtedly the Buddhist 
idea of obtaining “merit.” If we add the re- 
ligious works, and the daily sustenance of 
thousands of priests, the total expended by 
the pious Buddhists of Pegu alone would reach 
millions of rupees in a single year. When 
will the wealthy Christians of America give 
for the support ana propagation of their reli- 
gion, any thing like the generous donations of 
the poor Buddhist for his poor faith ? 


JapPAN.— The day is dawning in this dark 
land. On the 18th of December last, the 
“Akebono Shinbur,” a secular newspaper 
whose title signifies the d/ushing morn, the 
time just before sunrise, contained an article 
on religious liberty which both surprised and 
gladdened our hearts. The writer openly and 
earnestly advocates the removal of all restric- 
tions from Christians as to preaching, burials, 
&c. Itis the first time that a native news- 
paper has ventured freely and fully to give 
expression to such views. We hear that the 
Council of State has this subject now under 
consideration. — A Correspondent in Yoko- 
hama. 


Pore LEo XIII. is said to have sanctioned 
a plan for the conversion of Central Africa to 
the Romish faith. Twelve missionaries have 
left for Zanzibar and the interior. — Mission- 
ary Herald. 


THE work of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society among Russian and Roumanian sol- 
diers in the present war had amounted, up to 
the gth of February last, to the distribution of 
135,249 copies ; 44,407 of which were sold. — 
Lbid. 


THE London Missionary Society is extend- 
ing its operations in New Guinea, among the 
Malay population eastward. — /éid. 


THE Presbyterian Board of Missions was 
again embarrassed by a debt of $47,929 at the 
close of its financial year, on the Ist of May. 
The number of contributing churches for the 
last year was 2,810, and 2,343 churches did 
nothing for foreign missions. The churches 
in the synods of New York State fell off 
$19,423; in that of New Jersey, $4,115; and in 
those of Pennsylvania, $11,064. The diminu- 
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tion in legacies was $4,595. The amount sent 
to the Board by the Women’s Societies is 
within $911 of that given the previous year. 


THE BIBLE IN ROME.— When I was in 
Rome nearly twenty-five years ago, it was not 
possible to find a Bible in a bookstore, and its 
circulation in the Papal States was prohibited. 
Now it is as freely sold, distributed, and read, 
as in any other country. In my room at the 
Hotel Quirinal, and in each room of this the 
largest hotel in the city, is a copy of the Bible 
in the English language, —a large, octavo, gilt- 
edged and handsomely-bound Oxford Bible! 
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Such a copy in New York would cost two dol- 
lars and a half or more. An agent of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society resides in 
Rome, and attends to the distribution of the 
Scriptures in hotels, institutions, and wherever 
it will be received. Colportors are employed 
to go about the country and the cities. One 
of them will be fitted out with a horse and 
cart, the cart being so constructed as to be 
converted by night into a bedchamber for the 
colportor to sleep in. He goes into a city, 
gets a license to sell his books in the market- * 
place, draws a crowd about him, reads the gos- 
pel, and sells the truth, or gives it away if he 
thinks it wisest to do so.— Dr. Prime. 


EDITORIAL PARAGRAPHS. 


£=> Let no pastor fail to read to his people 
the “ MISSIONARY ARTICLES OF FAITH,” 
published in the present number of the Mac- 
AZINE. 


READ IT MORE THAN ONCE.— Many 
things were said at the recent anniversary 
meetings in Cleveland, that should be repeated 
and remembered; and among them may be 
considered the following as most fundamental : 

“ A Christian people can furnish no clearer 
manifestation, no surer test, of their condition 
and power, than in the intelligence and effec- 
tiveness with which they obey the divine man- 
date to evangelize the world. 

‘The duty and privilege which spring from 
the great commission belong to the churches, 
to all the churches, and to all the members of 
all the churches. The unseparated and insep- 
arable prayers and alms of every believer are 
essential to the highest efficiency of the work, 
and to the largest spiritual returns of blessing 
to those who are engaged in it. No method 
of missionary finance, therefore, can be re- 
garded as sufficient and satisfactory, which 
does not contemplate and seek to secure the 
stated annual contribution of every member 
of every church within our field.” 


MISSIONS OF THE MISSIONARY UNION are 
in Burmah, in Assam, in India (Teloogoos), in 
China, in Japan, in Sweden, in Germany, in 
France, in Spain, and in Greece. The mis- 
sions in Europe are carried on entirely by na- 


tive agency. The number of native preach-* 


ers in the Asiatic fields of the Union is 558, 


and the number of churches is 477. The 
membership of those churches, as far as re- 
turns for the last year show, is 27,580; and the 
number of baptisms last year was 1,775, but 
the report of baptisms is incomplete. In all 
the missions of the Union, including the 
European, the number of missionaries is 138, 
of native preachers 840, of churches 854, of 
members 66,889, and of baptisms the last year 
5,984. 


HoME WoRK FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS. — 
Much, and yet none too much, has been pub- 
lished from time to time in the MAGAZINE and 
in other periodicals, on the home work neces- 
sary to a successful prosecution of missions 
in foreign lands. By whom and how this im- 
portant work should be done, ought not to be 
in debate; but not yet have the questions by 
whom and in what manner that service should 
be performed, found a final and practical solu- 
tion. Never, we think, has so much been said, 
and so well said in a few sentences on that 
topic, as in the following, which we cite from 
the report made at the last anniversary meet- 
ings in Cleveland, by a committee to which 
was referred the subject of the present finan- 
cial condition and needs of the Missionary 
Union. After re-stating and emphasizing a few 
general principles which underlie this entire 
question of finances in missions, the commit- 
tee made some practical suggestions, one of 
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which we here reproduce, hoping it may catch 
the eye of those who failed to notice it among 
the many things that appeared in the July 
MAGAZINE containing the Annual Report. 
The committee say, — 

“That the great home work at present, of 
the Missionary Union, is the training of our 
whole church-membership in the systematic 
and liberal giving of money for foreign mis- 
sions; and that the entire system of domestic 
agencies should be shaped and directed to this 
end. This permanent and fruitful cultivation 
and training are of vastly greater moment than 
any immediate swelling of receipts, as the 
multitude of smaller offerings in this service 
is of greater worth than the larger offerings 
of the few. The burden and the blessing of 
this special ministry must rest upon the pastor, 
with or without the guidance of the society’s 
agents; and, while no one method can be 

suited to all pastors and all places, yet no pas- 
tor should feel that he has met his obligation 
to God, his people, and the heathen, unless he 
has remembered this great cause weekly in his 


Donations. 
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public prayers, preached upon it at least once 
a year, and sought diligently to secure from 
each of his people an annual contribution of 
not less than one dollar.” 

If Dastors shall ever come to do as above 
suggested, the system of domestic agencies 
will no longer be a necessity. 


E@> Read the flattering things said of “OuR 
GOLD MINE.” 

“ We are sure that the boy or girl who once 
begins to read it will hardly exchange it for 
the Oliver Optic books, or the Cousin May 
Series, or any other works of fiction.” — 
Journal and Messenger. “It is fascinating 
as a romance, and.fuller than any romance of 
deeds worth remembering.” — S. S. Times. 
“It is of great importance that this history 
of missions should be furnished to the young.” 
— Christian Secretary. “Every page is time- 
ly: let it have a prompt and wide welcome.” 
— Watchman. “It is brimful of forcible 
and felicitous statements.” — orthern Chris- 
tian Advocate. 


DONATIONS 


MAINE, $62.50. 


North Berwick, ch., 22; Lewiston, rst ch., 10; Ells- 
worth, T. F. White, bal. of sub. nad the debt by 
Newton 12.50; Alfred 

Coll. per R cKenzie, Dit? Sec Wash- 
N. Brooklin, A. Cole, 8; 


VERMONT, $25.10. 


Vinten, ch., con. coll., 5; Montgomery Centre, 
ch., 5; Essex, Ist ch., 15. 10; - J 


MASSACHUSETTS, $1,348.36. 


,ch.,10; Chelsea, a friend, 5; Lawrence, 
tst ch., 503 Chicopee, ‘ist ch. +» 12.25; Newton 
Corner, ch., 10.76; Haverhill, rst _ch., S. S., per 
G. W. Duncan, sup’t, for the Ka yens in Bur- 
mah, 100; Plymouth, ch., bal., 1; 

West Acton, S. S., 153 Weston, ch., 18.50; Boston, 
oO. M. Wentworth, in paym’t of’ pledge for the 
debt, 1,000; J. W. Me 1, trustee, for extraordi- 
of Baptist mission in ‘Madras Presi- 

en 

a 5; South ch., per M. 
Crowell, 2.50; Foxboro’, ch 923 Hyde Park, ch., 

. Arnold, tr. 

Coll. per Rev. W. wes Nt McKenzie, Dist. Sec., Allston, 

Mrs, F. D. Adams, 


RHODE ISLAND, $30.00, 
Providence, Union ch., G. D. Wilcox, M.D., 


$555.77. 
Lebanon, ch., 14.52; coral » 25.25; East 
Cornwall i, College-st. ch., Sulla, ad ch., bal., 
10; Easton, M rs. Catharin ~. Gregory, 500; 


NEW YORK, $630.79. 


Brooklyn, 1st ch., Mrs. C. W. Green tow. sup. of 
an orphan, care Mrs. 8. R, Ward, 30; Call ill, 


$50 50 


I2 00 


25 10 


189 or 


1,131 85 


25 5° 


200 


30 00 


77 


RECEIVED IN MAY, 1878. 


ch., 6; Knowlesville, S. S., for new chapel at 


Tavoy, care Rev. H. Morrow, 18. 753 $54 75 
Brocton, S. S., 10; Ma = ch. wh. ro is for 
mission-work, care 0! hmore), 15.60; 
Middletown, H. H. Danforth, for sup. of Apinta, 
care Rev. M. Bronson, 20; "Sandy Hill, ch., a 
sister, 5; Greenbush, friends of miptions, I; 51 60 
Rochester, S. . Phinn go; German S 11.503 
Judson Miss. Soc. of "Sem., 22. 20; 
ville, ch., 11.28; 45 88 
Coll. per Rev. G. H. Brigham, Dist. Sec., Black 
Asso., ch., 57 5° 
Comp Asso., Auburn, ch., 3 Moravia, ch., .50; 
Hannibal, ch., 4; 5 5° 
Cortland Asso., "Truxton, ch., To 50 
Livingston ‘Asso., Livonia Station, ch 9g 02 
Madison Asso., Madison, ch. (of wh. : 25 is fr. S.S. 
Bronson’s sch.) 50. 50; Miss 
Coe, 2; Huldah Coe, 4 56 50 
Mone River Asso., Little Fal 30 16 
Asso., Syracuse, Central ch., 39.06; 1st 
40.24; 7 3° 
Coll. per Rev. O. Dodge, Dist. Sec., Southern N.Y. 
Asso., Hastings, ch., 25; New York, Fifth-av. 
Po 6r 373 West Farms, ch., 16.51; Melrose, ch., > 
106 13 
naa island Asso., Williamsburg, rst ch., 35 95 
Hudson River Central Asso., Sing Sing, ch., 303 
Newburg, ch., 50; 80 00 
NEW JERSEY, $93.15. 
OR. om Rev. O. Dodge, Dist. Sec., North N. J. 
s Mountain, I Drakesville, 
ch., 2. 15; Mt. Pleasant, ch., nion Hill, ch. 
(of wh, 2 is fr. S. S.), 6; 23:15 
t N. J. Asso. Elizabeth, rst ch., 15; Lyons 
ch., 5; Port Monmouth, 00 


WEST VIRGINIA, $41.77. 
Coll. per Rev. Thos. Allen, Dist. Sec. Parkers- 
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OHIO, $305.19. 
Mansfield Asso., Windsor Branch, ch., 


Lorain As Asso., ; Elyria, ch., bal., 

Marietta Asso., Marietta, ch., 

Miami Union "Asso., Da: 
Shway-too, Mrs. 
Creek, ch., 6.46; 

Mt. Vernon ‘Asso., 

Portsmouth Asso., for sup. of Sau Kadah, nat. pr., 
care Rev. A. V. Crumb, Rev. A. Stevens, 1 ; An- 
tiquity, ch., 1; Pomeroy, ch. 255 Portsmouth, 
22. 953 Racine, ch., 5.26 Wheelersburg, 

1.055 


rst ch., S. S., for 
B. Thomas, 25; Spring 


INDIANA, $59.10. 
Coll. ev. S. Dist. Sec. (April) 
Lick. Asso., ch. 4 
Bedford Asso., Rev. ayes “Moss, 
Fort Asso. , Cherubusco, ch., 
Curry’s Prairie Asso., Hutsonville, ch., 
Tippecanoe Asso., Waynestown, ch., 1.85; Craw- 
lordsville, ch., 2. 61; 
gansport Asso port 
Northern Ind. Asso., Plum Grove, ch., 


ILLINOIS, $273.86. 
Griggsville ones, 
Coll. per Rev. S. M. Stimson, Dist. Sec. (April), 
Quincy Asso., Vermont ch., 36.20; 
Bi ille, ch., 21; Corlis ch., 3; 
(00) 


eld Asso., Danville, 
Edwardsville Asso., Alton, Re to be expended 
under direction of Rev. M. a, 
Upper Alton, ch.,12; Bunker Hill, ch., 4;. 
Franklin Asso., Marion, ch., 
Central Asso., M. A. Smith, 
Coll. per Rev. C. F. Tolman, Dist. Sec., Aurora 
» Twelve Mile Grove, Ww. right, 
Bloomington Asso., Delevan, ch., 11.30; Deer 
Creek, ch., 8.50; Mason City, S. S., for Obelu 
care Rev. D. H. Drake, 8; Minouk, Osgood 
Mission Band for Miss Higby’s work, 3.50; 
tiac, ch., 1.50; 
Gow Asso., Barrin: n, ch., 7; Chicago, Danish 
3-603 Woodstock, Ss. S., “for Pariah, 4 03 
Lake’ Side Asso., Batavia, ch +9, 14503 a 
Mich.-av. ch., Arthur’s memorial gift, 3; High. 
land Park S. S., 2.32; M. J. sor 
Ottawa Asso., Amboy S., for Habe, 6; La 


Moille, W. dy in Garo Nor. 
Sch., 20; ch., Walnut, Miss 
I. Lemmon, 5; 

Gilman Asso., kakee, 


ch., 
a penny Galesburg, ch., 9; Pleasant Grove, 
Rock island Asso., Cordova, ch., 1; Watertown, 
Rock ow Asso., Rockford, State-st. S. S. for sup. 


Sotola, care Dr. Bronson, 
Salem Asso., Blandenville, ch Reh ad .46; Fall Creek, 
inslow, 5; 


ch., 12.35; ” Macomb, F 
IOWA, $291.69. 
Riverton, Rev. R. R. Hanly, 5; Des Moines, P. 
B. Henry, for mission-work, care of Rev. N. 
a and to const. Annie L. Henry H. L. M., 


Coll. per Rev. C. F. Tolman, Dist. Sec., Council 
Bluffs Asso., Harlan, ch. (of wh. 10 is "fr. Rev. 
I. Currier, 2 "is from M. K. Cam pbell) ; 

East Grand River Asso., Mt. ive, B. F. Day, 

— Asso., Cambria, ch., 9.25; Goshen, ch., A. B. 

ones, 2; 

Keokuk Asso., Point, S. S., 

Linn Asso., Cedar Rapids, S. S., 4.20; Oxford Junc- 
tion, J. Pi. Jackson 

Oskaloosa Asso., 

Sioux Valley Asso., Hazard, = 

Turkey River Asso., Village Creek, Swede, ch., 20; 
Waukon, S. S., 8. 05: coll. at asso., 37.25; 


Upper Des Moines Asso., Jefferson, ch., 


Donations. 


$5 10 
114 90 


4 30 
16 00 
27 40 
18 00 
I 00 


36 37 


3r 46 
5 15 


45 


F888 


wn 


as » 
8 


uw ou 
8 8688 


MINNESOTA, $30.36. 


Coll. per Rev. C. F. Tolman, Dist. Sec., Minnesota 
Asso., Hastings, ch., 10.2 i, Newport, ch., 7.133 

Southern Asso., innesota Gay, 

Zumbro Asso., Lake City, S 


WISCONSIN, $70.37. 


Coll. per Rev. C. F. Tolman, Dist. Sec., Dodge 
Asso., Fox Lake, ch., 
Janesville Asso., Stoughton, ch., 
Crosse Asso., Melrose, ch., 
Lake Shore Asso., Union Grove, A. Brown, 
La Fayette Asso., ” Darlington, a friend, 
Walworth Asso., coll. at do., 1877, 
Winnebago Asso. , Waukan, "ch. 


MICHIGAN, $143.64. 


Coll. per Rev. S. M. Stimson, Dist. Sec. (April), 
Grand First Scandinavian ch. 
Washtenaw Asso., Ann Arbor, ch. 

Danville, ch., 

Coll. per Rev. S. M. Soon, EV, Sec., Hillsdale 
Asso., a friend, to be expended in Burmah, 15; 
Ovid, "ch. 3-503 

Kalamazoo Asso., Ceresco, ch., 

Washtenaw Asso., Belleville, ‘ch., 1; Saline, ch., 

13.85; Chelsea, "Brother Everett, +503 

Isc Albion, ch., 

rand Rapids ” Asso., Alpena, ch., 


KANSAS, $78.95. 


og per w% C. F. Tolman, Dist. Sec., Chepstow, 
Rev. A. A. King, 10; Kerwin, ch., 

Lawrence, ch., 28; venworth, ch., 

Ottawa, S. S., for stu. in Nowgong Nor. Sch., 


NEBRASKA, $18.02. 


Coll. per Rev. C. F. Tolman, Dist. Sec., Bethel “4 
1; Girard, ch., 1.25; Salem, ch., 4.253 
Creek, ch., 2.55; Thayer Co., ch., 3.97; Galen, 


DAKOTA, $8.65. 


Coll. per Rev. C. F. Tolman, Dist. Sec., Brig 
Springs, Swedish ch., 


MISSOURI, 44. 


io. ., Kearney, ch., 5.35; Lathrop, 

eron, ch., 2.25; Stewartsville, 
2.49; Osborn, ch., 1.50; 

St. Louis Asso., St. Louis, 4th ch, 

Missouri "Asso., Atchison, ch., 

St. Louis, J. H . Erget, for famine in China. 

Coll. per Rev. S. M. Stimson, Dist. oe Missouri 
River Asso., Carrolton, M. "A. and L, j. Ingersoll, 


Blue River Asso. .» Kansas City, rst ch., 
LEGACIES. 
Southbrid; Mass., Debeann Ammi- 
John P Steadman, Ex’r, per 
$75 00 
Do, Join Edwards, per ev. A. G. Up- 
fore) 
Prowidence, R.L, Rev. Henry Jackson, 
R.L, Bap. State ye rustees, 30 00 
Newark, i. R. Cowell, per C. E. 
Cowell, Ex’r, in pt., 100 00 


oe and legacies from April 1, 1878, to May 
I, 107 


Donations and legacies from April 1, 1878, to June 
1, 1878, 


DONATIONS IN GOODS. 
Dr. D. , Philadelphia, Penn., medicines 
for the goon and Zeegong Missions, 


[August, 


"$4,426 72 7 


2,349 37 


6,776 08 


$180 00 


i 
eveland, ‘homas Hobart, | $17 36 
\ Coll. per Rev. Thos. Allen, Dist. Sec., Cleveland 8 co 
Asso., Bedford, ch., 5 00 
Clinton Asso., New Vienna, S. S., 
i Columbus Asso., Columbus, ch., Po 
5 50 
16 78 
2 00 
5 00 
33 99 
3 00 
I 50 
57 99 
i 
{ 18 50 
5% 
15 35 
3 00 
3 7° 
i 12 25 
25 00 
18 02 
| 
32 80 Coll, per Rev. S. (April), 
Missouri Valley Asso., Carrolton, ch., Io 00 
1510 Blue River Asso., Kansas City, rst ch., 24.23; Cal- 
43 08 
1x 82 
4 16 69 
12 67 
24 15 
37 54 5 00 
9 19 
5 00 
10 40 2 85 
00 $4,186 71 
25 00 
2x 81 
105 00 
| 13 50 
I 00 
II 25 
12 80 m7 
7 00 
» 65 30 
64 20 
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Donations. 


DONATIONS RECEIVED IN JUNE, 1878. 


MAINE, $78.00. 


Jefferson, rst ch., 6; Livermore Falls, ch., 17; He- 
bron, Mrs. S. Emma Merrill for sup. ofa pupil in 
sch., care Mrs. F. H. Eveleth, 25; 

Fort Fairfield, a friend of missions, 8; Calais, 2d ch. 
S. S., G. W. Lord, treas., for education of a pupi 


in Mr. Williams’ sch., patam, 20; Machi- 


asport, E, Stevens, 2; 


NEW HAMPSHIRE, $19.27. 


Gorham, Mrs. M. M. Richardson, 5; Wilton, ch., 
2; New Ipswich, ch., 2; Goshen, ch., 4.27; Sa- 


VERMONT, $7.74. 


Halifax Centre, ch., for the Pwo Karen chapel, Bas- 
sein, care Mrs. S. T. Goodell, 4.11; West Hali- 
fax, ch., for do., 3.63; 


MASSACHUSETTS, $658.70. 


Westford, a friend, 50; Chelmsford, a friend, 1; 
Newton Centre, . of Miss. Ing. of Newton 
Theo. Inst., F. L. Sullivan, tr., 12; Boston, 
Brighton-av. ch., 60.78; South ch., con. coll., 
14.343 a k-offering from A. B. M., 100; 

Palmer, ch., 6.30; Stoneham, ch., mon. con., 5.22; 
Rockport, ch., 10; Wendell, ch., 2.50; Worces- 
ter, a friend, 10; Everett, ch., for the Japan Mis- 
sion, 7.82; Pittsfield, J. all, 5; Waltham, 
Judson Miss. Soc., Joseph Bond, tr., 50.16; 

Chelsea, Carey-av. ch., G. C. Bosson, tr., 41.03; 
West Dedham, ch., S. S., 15; Quincy, 1st ch., 
16.50; Newton, rst ch., C. C. Putnam, tr., 113.27; 
Lynn, a friend, 1; Worcester, Main-st. S. S. tow. 
=. of Mr. Eveleth, 25; Cambridge, Mrs. Lillie 

ton, 2; 

Old Colony Asso., John Brooks, tr., Middleboro’, 
1st ch., 5; Foxboro’, Mary Lincoln Spencer, me- 
morial, to be expended by her grandfather, Dr. 
E. A. Stevens, 50; Wakefield, Mrs. S. S. Wiley, 
5; Middleboro’ Centre, ch., Dr. E. S. H., for 
debt, 5; New Bedford, 1st ch., 44.78; 


RHODE ISLAND, $68.25. 


Providence, 3d ch., per S. S. Baker, 38.25; Union 
ch., D. Wilcox, M.D., 30; 


CONNECTICUT, $187.65. 


Moosup, ch., for new chapel at Tavoy, care Rev. H. 
Morrow, 9.50; River, ch., mon. con., 
142.99; Bapt. State Convention, James Lock- 
ee, tr., Danbury, 2d ch., 25.16; tford, rst 

TO; 


NEW YORK, $774.05. 


Frewsburg, S. S., for sup. of G. Ramiah, a nat. pr., 
care W. W. Campbell, 22; Williamsburg, 1st ch., 
S. S., for purchase of an elephant for Bros. Mason 
and Phillips, 25; Brooklyn, Rev. D. Read, for 


do., 10; 

Buffalo, Exchange-st. S. S., 6.87; Hamilton, a 
friend, for sup. nat. pr. among the Teloogoos, care 
W. W. Campbell, 37.50; 

Stillwater, 2d ch., 30; So. Livonia, Mrs. Roxy 
Clark, by Clary Clark, 30; ‘ 

St. Lawrence Asso., Potsdam, ch., 46.55; Parish- 
ville, ch., 3; Massena, S. S., 6; rs. L. L. Or- 
vis, 5; Stockholm, Warren Dike, 2, per Rev. C. 

. Bascom; 

Orleans, ch., per Rev. C. F. Weston, 35; Hamil- 
ton, Soc. 0: Inquiry of Madison University, per 
W. W. Pratt, tr., 14.53; 

Thorne Hill, §. S., Carrie Olmstead’s class, 4; 
Schuylerville, Mrs. T. S. Rogers, 10; 

Coll. per Rev. G. H. a ist. Sec., Alle- 
gany Asso., Cuba, ch. (of wh. 3.49 is fr. S. S.), 

Broome and Tioga Asso., friend of missions, 

Cattaraugus Asso., Freedom, ch., 


$48 co 


30 00 


238 12 


97 00 


213 80 


187 65 


§7 00 


44 37 
60 00 


62 55 


49 53 
14 00 
5 39 


20 00 
21 35 


Cortland Asso., McGrawville, ch., Juvenile Soc., 
Essex and Champlain Asso., Moriah, ch. (of wh. 


3-65 is fr. S.S.), 
H. R. North Asso., Hoosic, ch., 15; Schodack, 


ch., 5; 

Livingston Asso., from tr., F 

Madison Asso., Lebanon, ch., S. S., 5; Hamilton, 
1st ch., 5; 2d ch., 1; 

Mohawk River Asso., for Rev. M. Bronson’s work, 

Onondaga Asso., Syracuse, 1st ch. 

Washington Union Asso., Sandy Hill, ch., 34.223 
Glen’s Falls, ch., S. S., 13; 

Coll. per Rev. O. Dodge, Dist. Sec., Long Island 
Asso., Brooklyn, Hanson-place ch., in part, 30; 
Herkimer-st. ch., in part, 47.66; Trinity ch., in 
part, 6.50; Mrs. S. W. Bower, 2; 

Dutchess Asso., Mrs. Thomas Wheeler, 

Southern N.Y. Asso., New York, Berean ch., 50; 
Stanton-st. ch., in part, 49.81; Mr. McCord, 10; 

Hudson River Central Asso., Peekskill, ch., in part, 


NEW JERSEY, $933.35. 


Coll. per Rev. David Spencer, Dist. Sec. (May), 
Central Asso., Ringoes, ch., 
West Je Asso., Cape May, 1st ch., 25.50; Rio 

Grande Mission, 3.30; West Creek, ch., bal., 1.75; 

New Brunswick, Remsen-av. ch., Youths For. Miss. 
Soc., to const. Nettie Waffle and William H. 
Shephard H. L. M.’s, 

infield, rst ch. (of wh. 250 gold is for sup. of 
Myah Sah), care Rev. J. B. Vinton, 

Coll per Rev. David Spencer, Dist. Sec., West Jer- 
sey Asso., den, North ch., Ladies’ Circle, 

Trenton Asso., Columbus, ch., 

Central Asso., New Brunswick, rst ch., 

Coll. per Rev. O. Dodge, Dist. Sec., Northern 
N. | 4 Asso., West Hoboken, ch., in part (of wh. 
30 is £. S. S. for sup. of Mea-ay), care Mrs. 


PENNSYLVANIA, $561.16. 


Coll. per Rev. David Spencer, Dist. Sec. (May), 
Beaver Asso., Zion, ch., Elizabeth Clutton, 

Central Union Asso., Frankford, ch., 53.86; Rev. 
T. P. Coulston, 20; Vincent, ch., bal., 4.25; West 
Chester, rst ch., S. S., tow. sup. nat. pr., care 

rs. Thomas, 20; 

Monongahela Asso., Mount Pleasant, ch., bal., 

North Phila. Asso., Harrisburg, ch., 15; York, ch., 
&4g3 Phila., soth ch., 27.81; Mount Pleasant, 

. S., for Miss Kidder’s work in Japan, 19; Law- 
renceville, S. S., 6; 

Oil Creek Asso., Dempseytown, ch., 4.09; Cherry- 
tree, ch., 4.07; 

Philadelphia Union ch., 10.40; Mt. Olive 
ch., 2; Chestnut Hill, bal., 1; Newtown, ch., 5; 
Lower Dublin, ch., 74.40; 

Reading Asso., Girardville, ch., 

Wyoming Asso., Tunkhannock, ch., 

Lewisburg, Rev. S. W. Zeigler, 

Philadelphia, Memorial ch., Rope-holders’ Society, 
for a boy in school, care Rev. E. O. Stevens, 

Coll. per Rev. David Spencer, Dist. Sec., Beaver 
Asso., Zion, ch., 

Bradford Asso., Canton, ch.,5; Rev. G. P. Watrous, 
s; E. Smithfield, ch., 7.86; estate of A. C. Scott, 
1o; R. M. Wells, 5; Burlington, ch., .25; Bar- 
clay, ch., .68; : 

Central Union Asso., Phcenixville, S. S., 18; Rad- 
nor, ch., 7.203 

Clarion Asso., Franklin, Union ch., 

Indiana Asso., Crooked Creek, ch., 

Monongahela Asso., Mount Moriah, ch., in part, 

Northumberland Asso., Berwick, ch., 2; Miss Hat- 
tie Davis for Africa, Fe Clinton, S. S., 3; 

Oil Creek Asso., Lincolnville, ch., 

Pittsburg Asso., Alleghany Nixon-st. ch., 
Fan: Sandusky-st. ch., 2.02; Pittsburg, 4th-av. 
ch., 42.14; Fair Oaks, ch., 11; Monongahela 
City, ch., 5; Peters Creek, Rev. A. J. Collins, 2; 

benezer, ch., 2; Saltsburg, ch., 1.25; 


323 


45 00 


30 00 


82 69 


$2 20 
I0 00 
20 co 
65 05 
II 00 
30 00 
16 50 
19 27 
20 00 
7 74 2I g2 
6 00 
3° 55 
200 00 
325 00 
2t 80 
5 00 
300 00 
109 78 
98 11 
23 
8.16 
3 00 
3 50 
5° 
13 50 
I4 00 
25 20 
3 24 
275 
14 21 
I0 00 
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Asso., Memorial ch., Miss 

25; Messiah ch. ,'20; Crozer Seminary Miss. Soc. 

et M. E. G. for famine in Chi ina, 1; Phila. ad 
rman ch., S. Sesler, 1.50; cash, .10; 

Reading Asso., Portland, 


DELAWARE, $167.00. 


Coll. per Rev. David Spencer oe Sec. (Ma 
Wilmington, rst German S. S73 


na (of wh, 50 is fr. the late ian 
Coll. per Rev. David Spencer, Dist. Sec., Wilming- 

ton, 2d ch., tow. sup. of Apinta, care 

Bronson, 

DISTRICT COLUMBIA, $25.00. 

Coll. per Rev. David Spencer, Dist. Sec., Washing- 

= Calvary ch., tow. sup. of Thau Byah, care 

Rev. J. B. inton, 
WEST VIRGINIA, $4.55. 


Coll. per Rev. Thos. Allen, = Sec., Grafton, ch. 
3-55; Willow Island, S. 


» Lima, ch., 

Cleveland Asso., Bedford, ch., bal., 2.50; Cleveland, 
Tabernacle ch., S. S., 10; Superi -. ch., bal., 
1; Euclid, ch. (of sy is fr M. Pelton, 
op: North Royalton, S. S., 5; Sele, ch., 20.80; 
Clinton A ashington, 

we _— Berlin Heights, ch., 1; Sandusky, 


Loran Aso, Avon, ch. and S. S., 23.11; Elyria, 


ch., 
Maumee Asso. 
Miami Asso., oth-st, ch., Rev. 
Ei Hamilton, ch., 6.68; Mi 14. 60; 


est Workers, f for ~~ Gau Yah, nat. pr., care 
Mrs. C. B. Th 


Miami Union st for 
of two pe in of Rev 


Swai 
Seabee Aen. Hubbard, ch., for sup. of Sau Lee, 
ot, oe pr., care of Rev. "A. Vv. Crumb, 18; Kent, 


Wills Gre ek Asso., Cambrid 

Sal alem, ch. 

Coll. at annual meeting, 

From Elder T. J. Price, deceased, 
INDIANA, $28.49. 


Coll Rev. Stimeon, Dist. Sec., Northam 
Ind. Asso., Elkhart, ch., 


N. E. Ind. Asso » Lima, ch., 10; Orland, ch., .50; 

ILLINOIS, $229.67. 

Coll. per Rev. S. M. Stimson, Dist. Sec., Bloomfield 
Asso., Urbane, ch., tow. sup. Rev. D. H. Drake, 
cal’ Mrs. Bingham, 33 Eddie Collins, 1; 

per Rev. C. Tolman, Dist. Sec., Aurora 
.» Aurora vy 28.01; Bristol, Rev. F. M. 
Smith th, 2.80; Somonauk, ch., 15.753 

Chicago Asso., » ad ch., we S.S., 

for Garo pr., angoon 
+» 40; S., | 12.70; 
Wauconda, 

Lake Shore Asso., ‘Chicago, Evandel ch., 

Ottawa Asso. , Granville, ch. 

Rock Island Asso., Alledo, ch., 

Rock River Asso., Rockton, ch., 

IOWA, $125.25. 

Coll. per Rev. C. F. Tolman, Dist. Sec., Davenport 
Asso., Muscatine, ch., 

Dubuque Asso., Delhi, ch., S.S., 

Towa Valley Asso., Marshalltown, ch. 

South Western Asso., Glenwood, ch. 
fr.S.S., for sup. Remiah, care Rev. 

61.35: ‘Liberty, ch 
River Asso., ch., 
Upper Des Moines ‘Asso. -» lowa Falls, ch., 


Donations. 


107 00 


60 00 


25 00 


46.56 
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MINNESOTA, $157.15. 
Richfield, Rev. W. H. Lane, 5; Lanesboro’, C. C. 
Abbot, ‘for starvin India, 5; $10 co 
Coll. per Rev. C. F. Tolman, Dist. Sec., Crow River 
Asso., Montevidio, ch., 5 00 
Central ‘Asso., Bath, Danish ch., 105 00 
Minnesota Asso., Stanton I. Peck, 5 00 
Swede ‘Conference, Lake Elizabeth, ch., for China 
Mission, 10 00 
Southern Asso., Eyota, a friend, 5; Hamilton, Mrs. 
Millet, 2; St. Charles, ch., 3.45; 10 45 
Zumbro Asso., Concord, ch., 2.55; Rice Lake, ch., 
1.50; coll, at asso., 7.65; II 70 
WISCONSIN, $125.08. 
Coll. per Rev. C. F. Tolman, Dist. Sec., Central 
Asso., Point, ch., 50 
Janesville Asso .» Janesville, ch., Rev. W.S. Rob- 
La Crosse Asso., Augusta, ch., 17.33; La Crosse, . 
Mel: rose, D. A. Pollard, 1; Ontario, 
Billard, 1; Sparta, ch.,.50; Trempeleau, ch. 
21 
ae Shore Asso., Meenee, ch., 6 4 
St. Croix Asso., Hudso: n, ch., . 58 25 
Winnebago Asso., Oshkosh,” 1st ch., 21; Ripon, 
S. 5S. Ramkee, 12.50; 33 50 
MICHIGAN, $219.23. 
Ann Arbor, Mrs. S. Kelley I 00 
Coll. per Rev. S. M. See, wt Sec., Saginaw 
Valley Asso., Bay City, rst ch., Fremont-ave. 
ch., 7.76; Tuscola, 3.56; ch., 12.31; 
Saginaw City, ch., 10; 98 63 
Shiawassee Asso. 14.86; River, 
ch., 4.50; Williamston, ch. 5 De Witt, ch., 1.25; 
Byrne wh. 1.60 is fr. S. S.), 8.55; Rev. . 
Valles. 63 
son Asso., Rives, ™ ~ ‘503 Thos. 23 
Mason, ch., 6; Napoleon, ch., 2.40; +9 21.953 38 8 
Lenewee "Asso., ’Adrian, ch., 17 
Wayne Asso., Millford, ch., 3 50 
St oseph River Asso., Dewagiar, ch.,5; Mrs. J. ; 
R. Hendrick, yo 6 00 
Asso., Joyfield, ch., 2 00 
KANSAS, $3.60. 
Manhattan, Jonsed B. Pal I 00 
Coll. per Rev. C. F Dolmen, Dist. Sec., Phillips- 
burg, ch., 2 60 
NEBRASKA, $10.00. 
Coll. per Rev. C. F. Tolman, Dist. Sec., Bellevue, 
Bes, Hast Pot, Catia Ne 
raska City ev ose, ttsmou' 
T. W: Warren, 1; Prairie Union, ch. Wm. Nisbet, 1; 10 oe 
CAPE BRETON, $12.00. 
Sydney, a friend, for sup. Moung Gyee, care Mrs. 
Bailey, 12 00 
CHINA, $25.00. 
Swatow, Rev. W. Ashmore, for special mission- 
work at Swatow, 25 00 
INDIAN TERRITORY, $2.00. 
Rev. David Rogers, per Rev. O. Dodge, 2 00 
$4,787 23 
LEGACIES, 
Springville, N. Y., Chauncey Pond, per 
Thos. Pierce, trustee, 308 00 
B. Kallock, per 
Rev. C. F. Tolman, 25 25 
333 25 
Donations and legacies from April 1, 1878, to June aamadetd 
ns 
1, 1878, 6,776 08 
Donations and legacies from April 1, 1878, to July 
x, 1878, 11,896 56 
DONATIONS IN GOODS. 


Dr. D. Jayne & Son, Philadelphia, Penn., medicines 
for dB 


Missions, 


$2,005 50 


| 
| 
OHIO, $365.04. 
/ Coll. per Rev. Thos. Allen, Dist. Sec., Ashtabula 
q Asso., Richmond, ch., 3 00 
7 18 
48 30 
I oo 
/ 
28 1 
5 25 
7 00 
86 28 
5° 00 
j Ig 00 
2 00 
50 02 
50 00 
| 14 82 
13 67 
21 00 
122 85 
6 26 
oo 
18 00 
15 00 
13 10 
2 00 
63 15 
31 00 
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“BETTER THAN EVER BEFORE!” - 
1819. CH 1878. 


Rev. BARNAS SEARS, D.D., LLD., . 


(Ex-Presipent or Brown UNIvERsITY.) 


To Tue Epiror oF THE WATCHMAN: 


Having been familiar with the columns of Taz WatcuMan from the days of Deacon Loring to the present, and having 
watched the career of all its editors somewhat narrowly, the fancy took me yesterday to examine with care every department of 
your issue of May 16, in order to pass judgment upon the present character of the paper. Although the sittings of the court 

_ were secret, and designed only for my personal use, it has since occurred to me that its findings might be divulged without injury 
to any party. The decision runs thus: Every article on the first page is written with marked ability. Dr. Ashmore’s article 
may be specified without inividiousness on account of its unique character. He shows a master’s hand, with a broad and firm 
grasp in managing a great and confessedly difficult subject. It will be saying no new thing to affirm that he has a metaphysical 
mind of the first order. Only a part of your readers can appreciate this; but they will find it refreshing to breathe this bracing 
mountain air, Let us have more such writing. The times demand it. Our studious young men need it. The leaders of 
thought in all our religious communities need such support and aid. 

The second page maintains its usual character in contributing matter for Christian edification. In like manner the third page 
performs its usual function. 

The fourth and fifth pages are rich in religious intelligence, notes, and suggestions, For the majority of readers, these pages 
will constitute the body of the paper. The articles are solid, various, and entertaining. 

The sixth page meets the wants of those readers for whom it was intended. 

The seventh page, devoted to literature, science, and art, is exceedingly well executed. It gives, in a condensed form, a 
great variety of matter on well-selected topics. None of the dailies, not even the Tvanscrift, manages this department better. 

The last page contains a good summary of general news. 

It seems to me that you are brightening up considerably. If you never fall below this number, your paper will speak for 
itself. 

I perceive that some things, deemed essential to success in many religious papers, are wanting in this issue of yours. I find 
no coarse jokes, no vulgar slang, no revolting or nauseating news, no bitter personal controversy, no editorial bickerings. In my 
estimation, these negative virtues are no trifles. B.S. 

Sraunton, Va. 


EIGHT PAGES FULL OF GOOD THINGS! 


INCLUDING EACH WEEK: 
SPURGEON’S SERMONS, STRONG EDITORIALS, LIVELY LETTERS, SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS, 
LATEST NEWS, MARKET REPORTS. 


A LITTLE OF EVERY THING THAT IS GOOD FOR EVERYBODY. 


TRY THE WATCHMAN THIS YEAR, 
IT IS UNSURPASSED, IF EQUALLED, IN THE AMOUNT AND QUALITY OF ITS READING MATTER. 


TERMS: $3.00 A YEAR, IN ADVANCE. TO MINISTERS, $2.00 A YEAR. 


POSTAGE FREE. SAMPLE COPIES SENT FREE. 
ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS SIMPLY 


THE WATCHMAN - - - = = BOSTON, MASS. 
THOMAS L. ROGERS, Business Manager. 
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1840. pOPULAR MEDIC] 1878. 
NE 


YEARS SINCE THE INTRODUCTION OF ; 


PERRY DAVIS’ 


PAIN-KILLER. 


And after thirty-eight years trial, the “ P4ZN-XJZZER” may justly be styled 
the great medicine of the world; for there is no region of the globe into which 
it has not found its way, and none where it has not been largely and highly prized. 
Moreover, there is no climate to which it has not proved itself to be well adapted 
for the cure of considerable variety of disease ; it is admirably suited for every race. 
It has lost none of its good name by repeated trials, but continues to occupy a 
prominent position in every medicine-chest ; and is still receiving the most unqualified 
testimonials to its virtues, from persons of the highest character and responsibility. 
Physicians of the first respectability recommend it as a most effectual preparation for 
the extinction of pain. It is not only the best remedy ever known for Bruises, Cuts, 
Burns, &c., but for DysENTERY OR CHOLERA, or any sort of bowel complaints, it is a 
remedy unsurpassed for efficiency and rapidity of action. In the great cities of India 
and other hot climates, it has become the 


STANDARD MEDICINE 


for all such complaints, as well as for Dysprpsia, LivER Comptaints, and other kindred 
disorders. For Coughs and Colds, Canker, Asthma, and Rheumatic difficulties, it has 
been proved by the most abundant and convincing testimony to be an invaluable 
medicine. No article ever attained such unbounded popularity. As an external and 


‘internal medicine the “ P4AJN-KJZZER” stands unrivalled. 


Thirty-eight years are certainly a long enough time to prove the efficiency of any 
medicine ; and that the “ PAJN-X/ZZER” is deserving of all its proprietors claim 
for it, is amply proved by the unparalleled popularity it has attained. It is a sare 
and effective remedy. It is sold in almost every country in the world, and is 
becoming more and more popular every year. Its healing properties have been fully 
tested, all over the world, and it needs only to be known to be prized. 


BE SURE YOU BUY NONE BUT THE GENUINE, 


MANUFACTURED BY 


PERRY DAVIS & SON, PROVIDENCE, RI. 


SOLD BY ALL DRUGGISTS. 


| 


1878.] 


WELLESLEY COLLEGE, 


WELLESLEY, MASS. 


For the Higher Education of Women. 


The next Collegiate Year will commence’ Sep- 
tember 5, 1878. 


THE GENERAL COLLEGE COURSE corresponds 
to the general course in the best Colleges for young men. 


THE SCIENTIFIC COURSE provides for four years’ 
study of the Natural, Physical, and Mathematical Sciences. 

THE MUSICAL COURSE oovers five years, and gives 
the highest musical education, combined with any of the Col- 
legiate Courses. 

THE TEACHERS’ COURSE is open only to those 
who have been teachers. The peculiar privileges and oppor- 
tunities of this course are given in no other College. 


Calendars will be sent on application to 


MISS ADA L. HOWARD, 
President. 


Advertisements. 
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PREMIUM LIST. 


To be sent as presents to old subscribers of the Baprist 
Missionary MaGazine, for xew subscribers. 


For two zew names and $2.20 we will give you 
GRACE AND TRUTH. 


For. four new names and $4.40 we will give you 
OUR GOLD MINE, by Mrs. Chaplin. 


For eight new names and $8.80 we will give you 
OUR MAP OF ASIATIC MISSIONS; or ENCY- 
CLOPZDIA OF MISSIONS. 
Any book will be given for the proper number of names. 
ADDRESS: 


ww. G CORTHELIL, 


TREMONT TEMPLE. 


FAIRBANKS STANDARD SCALES. 


MADE WITH THE LATEST IMPROVEMENTS. 


RECEIVED HIGHEST MEDALS, 


WORLD'S FAIR, LONDON, 1851. 
NEW YORK, 1853. 
PARIS, 1867. 


WORLD'S FAIR, VIENNA, 1873, 
SANTIAGO, CHILI, 1875. 
PHILADELPHIA, 1876. 


FAIRBANKS’ SCALES ARE UNEQUALLED FOR 


Accuracy, for Durability, and for Convenient Adaptability 


TO ALL USES, AND ARE UNIVERSALLY RECOGNIZED AS 


STANDARD. 


SCALES ADAPTED TO THE STANDARD OF ALL NATIONS, PACKED READY FOR SHIPPING. 
FAIRBANKS, BROWN, & CO., 
83 MILK STREET, corner of Congress Street (Post Office Square), BOSTON. 


811 Broadway, NEW YORK. 


FAIRBANKS & CO. - - - 
Manufactured by E. & T. FAIRBANKS & CO., St. Johnsbury, Vt. 


| 
LRAURBANKS? 


328 


SHEET MUSIC 
HALF "PRICE! 


S. BRAINARD’S SONS desire to call the attention of 
music buyers throughout the country to their new and extensive 


SPECIAL CATALOGUE 


SHEET MUSIC, 


which embraces thousands of Beautiful, Standard, and Popular 
Pieces of VOCAL AND INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC, 
which they offer at 


ONE-HALF RETAIL PRICE! 


Copies of this SPECIAL CATALOGUE will be mailed 
FREE to any address. No Teacher, Musician, or Music 
Buyer should fail to send for our SPECIAL CATALOGUE 
OF CHEAP MUSIC, 


S. BRAINARD’S SONS, 
Music Publishers, 
CLEVELAND, oO. 


Advertisements. 


3000 Engravings; 1840 Pages Quarto. 
10,000 Words and Meanings not in other Dictionaries. 


FOUR PAGES COLORED PLATES. 
A WHOLE LIBRARY IN ITSELF. 
INVALUABLE IN ANY FAMILY, 
AND IN ANY SCHOOL. 


Warmly indorsed by 


Bancroft, Prescott, Motley, Geo, P. Marsh, Halleck, Whittier, 
Willis, Saxe, Elihu Burnt, Daniel Webster, ‘Rufus Choate, H’ 
Coleridge, Smart, Horace Mann, more than fifty College Pres- 
idents, and the best American and European scholars. 

4ay- LOOK, AT the three pictures of a Snip, on page 
1751,—these alone illustrate the meaning of more than 100 
words and terms far better than Gay con be defined in words. 

One family of children having WessTer’s Unasripcep, 
and using it freely, and another not having it, the first will be- 
come much the more intelligent men and women. Ask your 
teacher or minister if it is not so, then buy the book, and use, 
and urge its free use. ALSO 


Webster's National Pictorial Dictionary. 
1040 Pages Octavo. 600 Engravings. 
Published by G. & C. MERRIAM, Springfield, Mass. 


SCHOOL MUSIC BOOKS. 


IGH SCHOOL CHOIR. Emerson & Titpen. 
$9.00 per dozen. A standard, useful, and favorite Book. 
CHOOL SONG BOOK. C. Everest. $6.00 per 

dozen. Fine Book for Girls’ High and Normal Schools. 
HOICE TRIOS. W. S. TitpEen. $9.00 per dozen. 

Three-part Songs for Female Colleges, Seminaries, &c. 
RAMMAR SCHOOL CHOIR. W. S. Titpen. 
$6.00 per dozen. Excellent collection for High or Gram- 

mar Schools. 

MERICAN SCHOOL MUSIC READERS. In 


3 Books, each 35 cents, 50 cents, and so cents. Care- 
fully prepared for Graded Schools. 


The following are favorite general collections of genial Songs 
for Common Schools. 
SONG ECHO. H.S. Perkins. .. 
MOCKING BIRD. W. O. Perkins . 
MUSIC TEACHER. C. Everest 
OUR FAVORITE. H.P.Danxs . 


75 cts. 

50 “ 
60 “ 


USIC CHARTS. By Dr. Lowett Mason. Large 
Charts, containing 120 Blackboard Lessons, plainly visi- 


ble to all, saving much trouble, easily set up and used, and 


furnishing a complete course of practice. Sent by Express. 
Tn two rolls or sets. Each $8.00. 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. 


THOMAS TODD, 


BOOK, JOB, CARD PRINTER, 


7 A, BEACON and 1 SOMERSET STREETS, 
(ROOM 25,) 
BOSTON. 


Seen s attention paid to Printing Church Creeds, Library 
Catalogues, Sermons, Programmes, etc. All kinds of 


 COMMERCTAL PRINTING 


Executed at short notice and at very reasonable prices, in 
the best manner. 


CHURCH CUSHIONS. 


THE 


American Carpet Lining Co. 


Can furnish CUSHIONS ata less price for a good article . 
than the common are sold for. We have furnished many 
churches to whom we can refer. 


OFFICES: 
103 Washington Street . .. . Boston. 


g8 Thomas Street... . - New York. 
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